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Website:  www.sothchurch.com 
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Cell:  (651) 402-8367 

 

     Worship Schedule 
          May 3—May 17 
     8:30 a.m.      Festival 
   10:45 a.m.      Jubilee 
 

      Summer Worship 
            Schedule  
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“When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who 
dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 

shouts of joy.” (Psalm 126:1-2) 

Maybe you were there. Maybe you missed it. It’s quickly becoming one 
of those defining moments for me. It was during Time for Children one 
Lenten Wednesday when I brought what I thought was a toy stuffed 
chicken to talk with the kids about Easter symbols. I wanted to tell 
them that eggs, baby chicks, bunnies, and butterflies are all symbols of 
new life. Jesus offered us new life when he died and was raised. I did-
n’t even get that far into the talk however, before one of the kids can-
didly pointed out that my stuffed toy chicken was a duck! What hap-
pened next was enchanting. As the revelation of my blunder dawned 
on me and on the congregation, giggles rippled throughout the church, 
and soon the sanctuary was filled with the delightful sound of laughter! 

Laughter is a sound that seems harder and harder to find these days. 
Stresses over money, work, lack of work, relationships, parenting chil-
dren, parenting parents, losses, and keeping up with the Joneses can 
be daunting and serious. But as I consider God’s good creation and 
the Word God gave us, it seems to me that complete somberness is 
not consistent with God’s desire for us. God has a magnificent sense 
of humor! Have you ever seen a kitten chase a moth? Or heard a baby 
learn to laugh? Or glimpsed a leafy sea dragon at the zoo? (Google it!) 

Have you read Genesis 17:17 when Abraham “fell on his face and 
laughed” because God told him he, at 100, and his 90-year-old wife 
would have a baby? (And then they did!)  Perhaps you’ve read the 
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NEWS AND EVENTS AT SHEPHERD 

Page 3 

ANNUAL SALAD SUPPER  
 

All women of Shepherd—it’s time 
to mark your calendar so you 
don’t miss this special event!  
The date is Tuesday, June 9th at 
6:30 p.m.  Come to enjoy good 
friends, delicious food, special 
music and a very special 
speaker.  This year we are fortu-
nate to have Marian Hvistendahl 

as our speaker for the evening.  She will assume the role 
of Martin Luther’s wife Katie.  Come hear her describe life 
in the 16th century as the wife of the German religious re-
former.  Tickets are $5.00 and will be available starting 
May 17th between services. 
 

 
SUMMER WORSHIP  
SCHEDULE BEGINS MAY 24 
 

Our summer worship schedule of 
having one service at 9:30 am will 
begin on May 24 (Memorial Day 

Weekend).  Be sure to mark your calendar.  Bring a friend 
or two with you to worship this summer!  
 
 
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS’ YELLOW PAGES 
ARE HERE! 
 

Our first edition of this great resource guide is ready to be 
picked up in the narthex.  This resource guide lists many 
great sources for products and services you may need to 
access when you are planning an event or getting sup-
plies for church events.   
 
Thank you to all the people who have contributed vendor 
information and a special thank you to Kathy Boucher 
who did much of the research that went into this publica-
tion and to Judy Aarness who formatted and typed the 
guide. 
 
We anticipate that a second edition will happen as more 
of you bring forward your great knowledge and experi-
ence that helps answer that tough question—Who do I 
call? 
 
 
OPEN PART-TIME POSITION   
 

Director of Shepherd’s Song .  If interested, please call 
the church office (952-935-3457) to request an applica-
tion.  Position details also available upon request. 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR THE YOUTH ROOM !  
 
Special thanks to Virgil Aarness and Ed Edmundson 
for putting a new ceiling in the youth room. Thanks, 
too, to Kevin Wicks, Steve Grams, Alyssa Edmund-
son, Jake Edmundson, and Sam Koelsch for painting 
the room. It looks great! 
 
LETTERS OF FAITH 
 
Thank you to everyone who submitted a letter of faith 
during Lent. The book is in the Narthex if you’d like to 
read one another’s faith stories. If you would like to 
submit a letter, we would be happy to include it, too! 
Please write a letter to someone who has been a 
faith mentor to you or to someone you’d like to share 
your faith with. Thanks again for your participation! 
~ Pastor Kimberly 
 
SHEPHERD ON FACEBOOK 
 
A Facebook Site for Shepherd of the Hills has been 
created. This is a great place to post photos, send 
one another emails, or start a discussion! Please 
join! (You have to have a Facebook account to join… 
let me know if you need help with this. 
~ Pastor Kimberly 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS GIVING 
 
Thank you for your generous giving throughout this 
year! Please remember as you begin to make your 
plans for summer that Shepherd of the Hills Church 
continues to offer ministries and benevolences. Your 
contributions are a gift to this congregation and to 
your faith growth as well. If you would like to use 
Simply Giving (an electronic withdrawal system), you 
can continue to give faithfully, even when you are 
away. Contact the church office to use Simply Giv-
ing. Again, thank you for your continued generosity!! 
~ Pastor Kimberly 
 
 



FELLOWSHIP AND EDUCATION  
 
CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 

Lois Circle  
Meets on: Tues., May 12th at 7:00 p.m. 
Hostess: Karen Vevle (952) 941-3450 
Location: 8662 Ridgewind Road, Eden Prairie 
Bible Study: Jean Housh 
Contact: Nancy Olseth (952) 935-7449 
  Marge Bullemer (952) 938-5078 
 

Deborah Circle  
Meets on: Thurs.,  May 14h at 9:30 a.m. 
Hostess: Dorothy Anderson (952-938-2588) 
Location: 8200 West 33rd Street, Apt. 110 
  St. Louis Park 
Bible Study: Norma Langehough 
Contact: Norma Langehough (952) 996-0630 
 
 
 

GOOD COMPANY 
A Group for All Ages 
 

Good Company Breakfast will 
be on Friday, May 15th at 9:15 
a.m.  It is Spring!  Let’s meet at 
“The Original Pancake House” 
in Wayzata with all its good 
food — baked apple pancakes 
or Swedish pancakes (even 

Norwegians eat them!)  Won’t you join us for a visit 
with friends.  Ruth Rand, Coordinator 
 
 
BRIDGE GROUP 
 

The Bridge group will meet at the home of Kathy Stitt 
on Monday, May 18th at 10:00 a.m.  Please let Kathy 
know if you are sending a sub.  Remember your 
sandwich.  See you there! 
 

 
SENIOR DRIVING CLASS 
 

Shepherd of the Hills and the 
Minnesota Highway Safety & 
Research Center are sponsor-
ing a driver improvement class 
for people 55+.  When you 
complete this class you will 

receive a 10% discount on your auto insurance.  This 
class will be taught by an instructor from St. Cloud State 
University and the Minnesota Highway Safety & Re-
search Center.  If you have taken the 8 hour class 
previously, then this 4 hour class will help you ke ep 
your discount.    
Date:  Thurs., May 28th; Time:  1:00-5:00 p.m.;  To reg-
ister call toll free 1-888-234-1294.  The cost is 
$18.00. 
 
 
“WRITE-ON …” 
A Creative Writing Group  
 

Writing may be a spiritual process, a creative path or as 
a way to revision or remember one’s life story.  It’s an 
opportunity to access the thoughts behind our thoughts, 
the feelings behind our feelings and a new realization 
about oneself. 
 
As we speak, we explain and tell stories.  Writing en-
ables us to do the same in print.  There are many forms 
of expression and a writers group allows members to 
explore, express and grow. 
 
“Write On!” has begun to explore the dynamics of the 
group.  Come join us to explore writing for yourself and 
help to mold this process. 
 
We will be meeting on the 1st and 3rd Saturday morn-
ings each month from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. in the Shep-
herd library.  Come and explore!   Paul Drangeid 
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OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

HUNGER 101 
 

Join us at church on Friday 
evening May 8, 2009 from 
7:00 to 9:00 PM for Minne-
sota Hunger 101.  This inter-
active learning experience will 
provide you the opportunity to 
take on the role of someone 
in Minnesota who is hun-

gry.  The simulation attempts to create the realities 
that visiting a grocery store, food shelf, and food 
stamp office holds for people, and provides the start-
ing point for an in-depth discussion about hunger and 
supports a strong call to action.  The event is free, but 
registration is required NO LATER THAN MAY 1, 
2009 to allow for adequate materials and staff.  To 
register please call the church at 952-935-3457 or 
Paul Bohnsack at 952-891-5677<���

SUMMER BRINGS LUNCH 
IN THE SUN FOR KIDS AT 
ICA 
 
Why the peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich?  April marks the be-
ginning of a new quarter for ICA 
and we will  focus on gearing up 
to have healthy food on the shelf 
during our leanest time of the 
year: Summer.  Children who receive free and re-
duced breakfast/lunch are home and that strains 
many kitchens and food budgets across our area.    
To make certain children have enough to eat, ICA 
will be giving out extra “healthy lunch fixings” to all 
families with children during the summer.   In addi-
tion, plans are in the works to partner with the De-
partment of Education, Second Harvest and Hop-
kins Schools to organize a feeding program in the 
schools over the summer. 
What are your summer plans?   Volunteers are 
needed  at ICA to plan and execute this program.  
Great time for our youth and families to give back 
to our community.  To volunteer call ICA  at 938-
0729. 
PJ weekend at Shepherd.  Peanut butter and jelly 
drive in June (Date to be announced later). 
ICA is saddened to learn that Hopkins United 
Methodist, one of our largest congregational sup-
porters will be disbanding.  Please remember their 
membership in your prayers as each searches for a 
new faith home. 
 
BOOK COLLECTION 
 
Reading books are being collected for distribution 
by the Nash-Finch Corp.  Thank you to all who 
have contributed.  These books for K-6th Graders 
will be delivered to Nash-Finch as an on-going pro-
ject here at Shepherd. 
 
SUPPORT GROUP FOR GLBT FAMILIES 
 
A support group for friends and families of gay and 
lesbian persons will meet Thurs., May 28 at 7:00 
pm in the Senior Pastor’s office.  Pastor Fred Jen-
sen will be facilitating.  If you have any questions 
please call the church office. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY  
Christ Caring For People  Through People 
 
On Sunday, April 26th, the following Stephen Ministers 
were commissioned by Shepherd to provide quality, 
confidential Christian care to people facing a variety of 
personal crises.  They are:  Barbara Benton, Jean 
Housh, Ellen Levernier, Kristen Urbina, Tom Sheldon, 
Sarah Bennett, Ginny Ralston, Joan Oyaas, Bruce 
Olseth, Dick and Carole Schulze. 
 
Before commissioning, these Stephen Ministers have 
received fifty hours of training in Christian caregiving 
skills, covering topics such as active listening, feel-
ings, confidentiality, crisis theory, as well as minister-
ing to people in specific situations such as divorce, 
grief, and hospitalization.  They will continue to re-
ceive training and supervision on a monthly basis, as 
they strive to offer the highest quality, confidential 
Christian caregiving. 
 
We pray that our Stephen Ministers will be a source of 
warmth, care, and blessing for years to come, ena-
bling our congregation to grow as a nurturing commu-
nity where people are cherished and cared for and 
their needs taken seriously, all in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 
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WE COUNT ON YOU!  KNOW YOUR SCHEDULE! 
 

Have you ever looked around the sanctuary on a Sunday morning and thought about how many people it took 
to bring the service you are attending to reality?  Start counting-- the pastors, the choir, the ushers, the greet-
ers, the lector readers, the communion presenters and assistants.  Don’t stop there!  There are many who are 
behind the scenes, those who schedule all those people, those who call and remind us and send postcard re-
minders,  the altar guild, those who bake the hospitality bread and serve at the hospitality table and make the 
coffee  and don’t forget to look up in the choir loft and count the sound system operators.  WOW and that is just 
one service.  
 

So this summer when things get even busier and there are even more distractions please don’t forget we are 
counting on you!  Get out those schedules and please make notes on your calendar to remind yourself of when 
you are assigned to serve!  If you aren’t yet participating and would like to be please let Pam Mitchell, Shared 
Ministry Coordinator know because—we need you and we count on you!   Your schedules are available to pick 
up in the narthex or you can access it online at www.sothchurch.com  on the About us page.   If you aren’t able 
to serve when scheduled please find a substitute and notify the office by Wednesday of the change!  Then we 
can truly enjoy a wonderful worship service each and every Sunday! 
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See calendar on web site for current information. 
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Middle School 
For more information on confirmation or middle school minis-
tries, contact Pastor Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or  
kimberly@sothchurch.com. 
 
YouthQuake!  was a huge success! Several of our Confirma-
tion students attended a weekend conference that included 
rockin’ music, workshops, a very funny speaker, and lots of 
fun. The theme was “One Lord, One Body, One Hope” and 
we learned about how to be united in Christ. Thank you, Keith 
Anderson for chaperoning the trip. Pictures of the event are 
on the website, or you can view even more photos and video 
clips at Shepherd’s Facebook site: Shepherd of the Hills 
Youth Group. 
 
The Confirmation Banquet  will be held on Wednesday, May 
13th. 6th graders and their families will serve dinner. Setup 
with 6th grade families will be Tuesday, May 12th . We will 
honor confirmands with a dinner, pictures, and a presentation 
of their stoles.  

Confirmation Sunday is May 17th at 10:45 
a.m. There will be a reception at 9:30 a.m. 
followed by worship. Congratulations, confir-
mands!  Natalie Anderson, Brandi Ben-
ham, Mitch Biewen, Severina Hein, Erin 
Koelsch, Lucy Larson, Kelly Marble, 
Taran McCusker  Thank you, too, for shar-
ing your Faith Expressions with the congre-
gation during worship. You are a great group 
of talented young people! 

 
 
Summer Stretch  is coming again for 2009! Incoming 6th – 9th 
graders are invited to attend morning service events and af-
ternoon recreation events. 10th – 12th graders may attend at 
half price as junior chaperons. Thursdays, 9:00-5:00, June 25 
– August 6. Pick up a registration brochure on the youth 
board or print one online. 

 
  
Senior High 
For more information on senior high ministries, contact Pastor 
Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or  
kimberly@sothchurch.com. 
 

A Celebration of Graduation  will be on 
Sunday, May 3 with a reception at 9:30 
a.m., worship at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
lunch at Dangerfield’s in Shakopee. We 
will treat the graduates to lunch. Family 
members may also attend for $15.  Con-
gratulations, graduates!  Kate Anderson, 
Brittany Biewen, Caithryn Deiman, 
Kevin Dufour, Mallory Grams, Alyssa 

Henrikson, Alise Hofstad-Parkhill, Candice Jones, 
Maggie Kelly, Matt Koelsch, Caden Lindgren, Nathan 
McCusker, David Nash, Victoria Reed, Jessie Sheldon , 
Laura Stone, Aubrey Stromberg, Randi Walker. 
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Kids’ Club and Parents’ Time Returns for 
Summer, 2009!   
 

On the last Sunday of each month during the summer 
Shepherd invites children and youth to play (structured 
and supervised) outside and snack while parents and all 
others enjoy social time and treats in the narthex. This 
casual event offers parents and other adults time to get to 
know one another in a relaxed setting, and offers kids time 
to play with their friends. Kids’ Club and Parents’ Time will 
be held after worship (10:30) on June 28, July 26, August 
30. No reservations needed… just come and play�
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Pastor’s Message cont. 
 
end of Luke 8, when crowds pressed in on Jesus like 
paparazzi and he asked “Who touched me?” Or 
2 Samuel 6 when David was so excited about bringing 
the Ark of the Covenant home, he danced in the streets 
in his underwear! 

Our faith and the Bible are filled with the delicious taste 
of laughter! My prayer for you as our world, which in the 
winter seems dead, begins to bubble with color and life 
is that you laugh. Laugh often. More than once a day. 
More than twice a day. Call a friend and tell a funny 
story that happened to you. Or write it down. Keep 
laughing… God is laughing with you! 

(By the way, to remind me to laugh, a friend gave me a 
gift for Easter. It was a toy stuffed chicken! Or maybe it 
was a duck…) 

God bless, 

Pastor Kimberly 

 
SPECIAL WORDS OF APPRECIATION 
 
I wish to express my appreciation to all those who 
made and donated soup for our Lenten Soup Sup-
pers.  The soups were amazing and helped raise 
funds for the summer youth programs!  Join me in 
thanking:  Paul & Jean Florek, Betty Edmundson, 
Norma Langehough, Virgil Aarness, Hilary Nelson, 
Sharon Peterson, Rich and Caroline Rinker and fam-
ily, Lisa Larson, Sarah Freeland, Joni Stone and 
Emily Barker.   
 
More thanks go out to Doug and Ronell Raney for the 
wonderful job they did coordinating our Wednesday 
night meals.  The enthusiasm and commitment they 
showed to all the behind the scenes work that goes 
into this ministry area are amazing. 
The meals, the fellowship and the sense of commu-
nity that is experienced by those who take advantage 
of our Wednesday night suppers help make Shepherd 
of the Hills a warm and inviting place.  Thank you 
Doug and Ronell—Well Done!!! 
 
 

FLOWER POWER! 
 

Thank you to everyone 
who supported the Sr. 
High Summer Adven-
ture / Mission Trip by 
purchasing their sum-
mer garden flowers at 
our Flower Power sale.  

Flower orders may be picked up at the church on Fri-
day, May 8th from 4:00-6:00 p.m. or on Saturday, May 
9th from 9:00-11:00 a.m.    If you have any questions, 
please call the church office at 952-935-3457.   
 
  

TIDBITS FROM TROOP 123 
  
Troop 123’s Boy Scouts have had 
fun this winter.  A small group went 
on a dogsledding expedition in the 
Boundary Waters.  A larger group 
pioneered a new tradition--winter 
camping at Voyager Bay!  Tempera-
tures that dipped to -20 degrees did not take away from 
the fun of ice fishing, sledding, and building quinzees to 
sleep in (basically a hollowed-out snow fort).  Some mit-
tens and socks had to be dried in the oven, but these 
zero heroes all say they'll do it again next year.  March 
brought the always popular trip to Eagle Cave in Blue 
River, Wisconsin.  The scouts camped in the cave and 
explored the large cave system all day long.  It was a 
blast. We'd love to talk to you about scouting if you 
have an interest.  Please contact Karen Hoops, Troop 
123 Committee Chair.  (khoopsmn@hotmail.com or 
952.922.2595)  



Jesus told this story he was telling us that we are called 
by God to use our uniqueness to take great risks for 
God. He reminds us that our only mistake is not to risk 
making one.   Today is indeed the day the Lord has 
made—you are indeed called to rejoice in it.  How can 
we even attempt to rejoice in it if we aren’t fully partici-
pating? 
 
Why do we have a Shared Ministry Coordinator and a 
Lay Ministry Call Committee at Shepherd of the Hills? 
I hope you know how honored I am to be able to serve 
as your Shared Ministry Coordinator.  I pray that you can 
see through my work and that of the Lay Ministry Call 
Committee that the reason why we focus on Shared Min-
istry rather than simply filling volunteer positions is be-
cause each and every member of this congregation is a 
part of the ministry.  It isn’t just a job for the ordained.  
Such was the error of the one talent servant in the dra-
matic parable of the talents. The one talent servant didn’t 
see that he was called to use that talent.   Don’t be 
afraid—be bold—don’t hide your talent in the ground!  
Everyone has talents.  If you need help discovering your 
talents please seek out one of our Gift Discovery classes 
or let me guide you one on one.  You are talented!!! 
 
Remember at the end of the parable the master returns 
from the journey. If you hope to hear those words, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant”-then you must ask God 
to guide you to the ways to use and invest your talents.  
Ask God to help you find that place where your gifts can 
serve the highest purpose.  This is going to require you 
take a big risk, go ahead he won’t let you fall—Be Bold!  

-��-������
Submitted by: Pam Mitchell 
Shared Ministry Coordinator 
 
  
 This is the day the Lord has 
made: We will rejoice and be 
glad in it. Psalm 118:24 
 

This is a beautiful day!  I am so excited.  You may 
know how much I love the outdoors and how much I 
love to garden.  Gardening is definitely one my pas-
sions because, I am out in the fresh air and right in 
the heart and soul of the earth He has created for us!   
 
It is only mid-April but yesterday the thermometer hit 
70 degrees for the first time this spring!  I rushed out 
to one of my favorite garden stores and purchased 
pussy willow branches, pansies, tulips and hyacinths.  
The sun was warm, the breeze light and I couldn’t 
wait for the wholesale nursery where I purchase my 
plants for my garden business to open next week—no 
way!   I had to get started on creating some beautiful 
colorful container gardens for myself and my garden 
customers.  I had recently received many phone calls 
from customers who asked me how soon I could re-
place those tired winter arrangements that had seen 
better days with some new spring container plantings!  
We were all feeling now is the time to be bold!  Yeah, 
it might snow 10 inches tomorrow, and we are many 
days from our last frost date, but we want to seize the 
moment and go for it! 
 
Yet, there I was thinking it just couldn’t get much bet-
ter than this when I found myself thinking—I want 
more!  I was in the midst of a wonderful array of plants 
that can take some of these cooler spring days and 
nights.  The sweet alyssum, pansies, snapdragons, 
dusty miller and primroses were fabulous — bright 
yellow, vivid purples and amazing shades of pink from 
the palest pearl pink to the hottest magenta, and yet 
there I was wondering how long before all the other 
flowers I want will be here.  I hadn’t even gotten home 
to plant the wonderful combinations I had chosen 
when my passion for gardening was pulling me for-
ward to what will be my next bold decision.   
 
You see, I think that is the way it is with passion.  Pas-
sion makes us take risks! 
Do you remember the parable of the talents from Mat-
thew 25:14-15?  For the kingdom of heaven is like a 
man traveling to a far country, who called his own ser-
vants and delivered his goods to them.  And to one he 
gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, 
to each according to his own ability; and immediately 
he went on a journey.  This parable teaches us that 
God wants us to be investors not hoarders.  When 
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