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Phone:   (952) 935-3457 

Fax:  (952) 935-6127 
email:  office@sothchurch.com 
Website:   www.sothchurch.com 

Pastor’s Home Phone Number: 

Pastor Kimberly Leetch 
Cell:  (651) 402-8367 

 

 
 

Worship Schedule  
          8:30 a.m.      Festival 
        10:45 a.m.      Jubilee 
 

Education Time 
9:45—10:30 a.m. 
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On the radio today I heard a global financial analyst say that we’re 
currently in the worst global economic crisis of his lifetime. Certainly 
this crisis has affected us all. Like many Americans my family lives 
paycheck to paycheck, and there are days the stress produces anxi-
ety. I have been stripped of the delusion that my success is based 
solely on my own ability to work and to be productive. With extremely 
capable friends losing jobs, I realize that even my ability to keep a 
job is beyond my control. With food prices on the rise, I can’t guaran-
tee that every meal I serve will have a salad, a main dish, side dish, 
and dessert. (In fact, I have rediscovered crushed graham crackers 
in milk… a staple my parents served in the early days of my child-
hood when money was tight!) Mine is the first generation in the mod-
ern era to be worse-off financially than our parents. That’s quite a 
blow when I was raised to measure success in terms of dollars, pos-
sessions, and freedom to do what I want when I want. 

At the same time, this crisis has produced some unanticipated posi-
tive side effects. For one thing, being stripped of the delusion of 
power and control makes me realize that the only one I can truly 
count on is our Lord, Jesus Christ. He has always been faithful to me 
and my family. Even in times of crisis, illness, or loss of income, I 
have never been without God’s presence. I have never been without 
love. I have never been without enough food to sustain my body or 
adequate shelter to keep me protected from the cold. 

Additionally, this crisis has forced me to teach my children lessons 
that I was previously unable or unwilling to teach. For a long time I 
believed I could tell them to be wise with their money, while at the  
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NEWS AND EVENTS AT SHEPHERD 
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LENTEN PREACHING SERIES   
 

Sundays in Lent we will have a special preach-
ing series on Spiritual Practices. Pastor Kim-
berly and our Luther Seminary students will be 
preaching. We hope this time is meaningful 
and inspirational for you. 
 
 

Sun., March 1, Shaping Communities, John Klawiter 
Sun., March 8, Body and Spirit, Pastor Kimberly 
Sun., March 15, Confession and Forgiveness, 
                                                                   John Gabrielson* 
Sun., March 22, Finding Time — Finding Sabbath,  
                                                                    Wade Wacholz* 
Sun., March 29, Can Money and Faith Live Together,  
                                                                   Pastor Kimberly 
Sun., April 5, Palm Sunday, Pastor Kimberly 
(Note change from February newsletter.) 
 

 
      SOUP SUPPERS 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us each 
Wednesday in Lent for our soup sup-
pers served from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  
Enjoy some delicious soup along 
with a wonderful time of fellowship.  

Invite a friend or neighbor to join you.  Proceeds 
benefit youth activities at SOTH.   
 
 
CREATIVE WRITING GROUP:  
Thoughts on Paper (“TOPS”)      
 

Have you ever thought about "writing"? Creative writ-
ing that is!!  What might you want to "say on paper"? 
And how you might want to say it?  Poems-rhyming or 
free verse-prose-memoirs-essays-short stories-
novels-commentaries-reflections or another form your 
"writing" might take?  As the author Brenda Ueland 
says in her book, "If You Want To Write—Write!" be-
cause later you can re-write and re-write, and...  
 
Would you be willing to come to a meeting of Shep-
herd members and friends to consider forming a   
Writers' Group?  We will brainstorm about the possi-
ble direction of the group, how we might organize it, 
the philosophy of the group and what possibilities 
there might be for writing that the individuals in the 
group may want to explore.  
Interested?  Come to our first meeting on Saturday, 
March 14th at 10:00 a.m.  We would love to explore 
the possibilities and share a cup of coffee with you!  
Invite anyone you think might enjoy a creative writing 
group—it is open to all ages and abilities and inter-
ests!   Paul Drangeid & Pam Mitchell 

 
HUNGER 101 
 
Step into the shoes of one 
of your neighbors who is at 
risk of being hungry. 
 
Join us at church on Friday 
evening May 8, 2009 from 
7:00 to 9:00 PM for Minnesota Hunger 101 .. give us 
this day our daily bread.  This interactive learning ex-
perience is designed by the Lutheran Coalition for 
Public Policy in Minnesota and sponsored by the So-
cial Justice Committee.  The event will challenge you 
to come face-to-face with the gritty realities of domes-
tic hunger.  You will explore the day-to-day complex, 
intersecting economic and social circumstances that 
lead to and perpetuate hunger and be motivated and 
equipped to join in the fight against hunger in Minne-
sota 
 
Minnesota Hunger 101 ... provides you the opportu-
nity to take on the role of someone in Minnesota who 
is hungry.  With a limited budget you will attempt to 
feed your family enough nutritious calories for one 
day.  The simulation attempts to create the realities 
that visiting a grocery store, food shelf, and County 
Human Services (food stamp) office holds for people.  
The experience provides the starting point for an in-
depth discussion about hunger and supports a strong 
call to action. 
 
The reaction to the Minnesota Hunger 101 … give us 
this day our daily bread experience is heartfelt and 
real.  The event is free, but registration is required NO 
LATER THAN MAY 1, 2009 to allow for adequate ma-
terials and staff.  To register please call the church at 
952-935-3457 or Paul Bohnsack at 952-891-5677 



FELLOWSHIP AND EDUCATION  
ADULT FORUMS IN MARCH 
 

Mar. 1   Immigration Issues 
   Speaker:  Pr. Luisa Cabello Hansel with 
   Minneapolis Area Synod Hispanic Ministry 
Mar. 8    Justice Systems Today 
   Cathy Haukendahl and Robert Sorensen,  
   Legal Aid and Public Defender 
Mar. 15  Edina Energy & Environment Commission 
Mar. 22  Healthy Children—Healthy Planet 
   Peter Starzynski, Healthy Legacy Project 
              Coordinator from Institute for Agriculture  
              and Trade Policy 
Mar. 29  TBD 
 
CIRCLE MEETINGS 
Lois Circle  
Meets on: Tues., March 10 at 7:00 p.m. 
Hostess: Nadine Broholm (952) 935-5054 
Location: 413 Jackson Ave. So., Hopkins  
Bible Study: Lisa Larson 
Contact: Nancy Olseth (952) 935-7449 
  Marge Bullemer (952) 938-5078 
 
Deborah Circle  
Meets on: Thurs.,  March 12 at 9:30 a.m. 
Hostess: Lil Tushie 
Location: Church Library 
Bible Study: Norma Langehough 
Contact: Norma Langehough (952) 996-0630 
 
 

GOOD COMPANY 
A Group for All Ages 
 

Good Company Breakfast will be 
on Friday, March 20, 2009 at 9:15 
a.m.  We will meet at Lunds’ in the 
Country Village Shopping Center 
(Hwy. 7 and Cty. Rd. 73 in Hop-
kins).  Let’s hope winter will be over 

and spring is here with good driving.  It’s time to visit 
with old friends and maybe make some new ones.  
All are welcome to join us. 
Ruth Rand, Coordinator 
 
SPARKS! (Single Parents Are Raising Kids 
Spectacularly!) 
 

All single parents are invited to join us!  We meet 
every other Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. in the 
church library.  Upcoming dates are March 4 and 18.  
Nursery and children’s activities will be available at 
SOTH while we meet.  Call June Swart at 952-975-
0232 for more information, or just come join us! 

USED BOOKS ARE NEEDED  
 

Please consider donating K-6 
reading books in usable condition 
for a wonderful educational pro-
gram sponsored by Nash-Finch 
Co. which is head-quartered in 
Edina. Schools and non-profit 
groups in need of books for chil-
dren can apply for assistance to the Nash-Finch Co.  
Their support is given to those organizations that have 
a high degree of poverty and need.  You will know that 
books you no longer use will really help enrich the edu-
cation of children and to help them experience the joy of 
reading.  
You can bring your books into SOTH and deposit them 
in the labeled tote in the narthex.  The books will be de-
livered to Nash Finch by a SOTH volunteer.  Collecting 
these books from members of SOTH will be an on-

Page 4 

NOTES OF THANKS 
 

Dear Shepherd Friends, 
Thank you so much for all of your prayers, visits, 
cards and calls.  To know we   were surrounded with 
such care and concern helped us get through a diffi-
cult time.   Lil Jones 
 
Dear Shepherd of the Hills Staff & Members, 
Thank you for the memorial and thoughts and 
prayers.  Everything was so nice for my dad’s funeral.  
My mom, my sister and I appreciate all of the work 
that went into it.   
Michelle Braun and the Ken Day Family 
 
Dear Shepherd’s Song Personnel, Staff and Congre-
gation, 
Heartfelt thanks for the wonderful celebration and rec-
ognition of my time as Shepherd’s Song director.  It 
was an honor and a privilege to be associated with 
such a talented group. 
In Christ, Sheila Stromberg 
 
Dear Shepherd of the Hills, 
Heartfelt thanks to Shepherd of the Hills congregation 
for your prayers and expressions of sympathy during 
Dick’s illness and death.  Pastor Kimberly and Pastor 
Fred made the celebration of his life very meaningful. 
Loretta Swanson and the Swanson Family 
 



EMPTY BOWLS EVENT 
 

The Hopkins Community is hosting its 11th annual 
Empty Bowls event, inviting everyone to the Hopkins 
Center for the Arts on Tuesday, March 24 to choose a 
bowl from among 1200 bowls created by local artists 
and students, eat your choice of soup and bread do-
nated by local businesses, enjoy local entertainment, 
and make a generous free will donation to benefit ICA 
foodshelf and Hopkins Minnetonka Family Resource 
Center. In the first 10 years of Empty bowls, we 
have raised a total of $394,078!  The goal for 2009 
is $50,000, funded in part with a seed grant from Su-
per Valu of $5,000.     
 
Why should we support Empty Bowls? 
 
· 26% of Hopkins Public School students receive 

free or reduced price lunches.  Many more fami-
lies are eligible, but choose not to apply for this 
program 

 
· ICA Foodshelf assisted 1388 households with 

686,673 pounds of food in 2008, a 25% increase 
from 2007.  Financial assistance increased 38% in 
2008 over 2007 to a total of $346,220.   

 
· Hopkins Minnetonka Family Resource Center as-

sisted over 7500 people in 2008 in a variety of 
ways including connecting families to food and 
economic assistance programs. 

 
· In the first 2 months of 2009, both agencies have 

experienced even higher increases in requests 
 
How can we help? 
 
Become a sponsor.  Anyone can become a sponsor, 
pickup a sponsor sheet in the Narthex.  All sponsors 
will be recognized at the event.  By becoming a Chal-
lenge Sponsor ($250 or more), your name and or 
business will be recognized on the community board. 
Attend the event.  Invite family and friends to join you 
at the Empty Bowls Event of March 24. 
While at the event, pick up a handmade bowl, make a 
generous free will donation. 
 

EMPTY BOWLS 
Tuesday, March 24, 2009 

11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 
Hopkins Center for the Arts 

Hopkins, MN 
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OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

SOX FOR THE HOMELESS 
 

The homeless appear in the ER of Hennepin County 
medical Center and they are in need of clean, white 
crew socks.  Numbers of them have frozen feet and 
need medical attention.  The hospital does not supply 
the socks.  We will be collecting socks for the home-
less from November through March.  Your donation of 
clean, white crew socks can be placed in the collec-
tion box in the narthex 
 
SUPPORT GROUP FOR GLBT FAMILIES 
 

A support group for friends and families of gay and 
lesbian persons will meet Thurs., Mar. 26 at 7:00 pm 
in the Senior Pastor’s office.  Pastor Fred Jensen will 
be facilitating.  If you have any questions please call 
the church office. 

Pastor’s Message cont. 
 
same time modeling the opposite. Now I have to walk 
the talk, and my children are better for it. They say my 
children’s generation will be the first in the modern era 
to achieve balance between earning and spending both 
money and time, as well as physical, emotional, and 
spiritual health. I pray they find joy in worshiping God 
and refuse to place their trust in money or their identity 
in the cultural definition of success. 

Finally, the crisis has made me appreciate the mo-
ments. You know what I’m talking about… a walk with a 
friend, a good book (from the library), sunshine in win-
ter, and the satisfaction of walking out of Target without 
the unnecessary item I had in and out of my cart 12 
times as I debated the pros and cons of the purchase! 
There is truly joy and happiness in being free of the tug 
to spend, spend, spend and invest my time and money 
in praise, praise, praise! I think this crisis has made us 
stronger and wiser. I also hope that our situation turns 
around, but I pray that wherever we are headed we re-
member that Jesus Christ is before, in, around, and 
with us. He will never abandon us, and he will always 
provide us with what we need. (Even when his idea of 
“need” and ours is vastly different!) Jesus is truly re-
deemer, provider, guide, and friend, and we are 
blessed to belong to him!  God bless, 

Pastor Kimberly 
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See calendar on web site for current information 
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Middle School 
For more information on confirmation or middle school min-
istries, contact Pastor Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or kim-
berly@sothchurch.com. 
 

Confirmation… Confirmation students will meet with 
their Lenten Mentors throughout the season of Lent 
(March 4 – April 1) from 6:15 – 7:00 pm. There is no 
Confirmation during Holy Week (April 8). Regular 
classes resume April 15. Our closing program is April 
24 at 6:30 pm. Parents are expected to attend. 

Congratulations,  
Generous Confirmation Kids!  
At the beginning of the program 
year we set an offering goal of 
$180 to send in equal shares to 
Feed My Starving Children and 
to our synod's companion synod 

in Nigeria. With just 18 kids giving up pop and snack 
money each Wednesday for just 14 weeks, we 
crushed our goal, raising $227.96!! Well done, good 
and faithful servants! Your generosity is a model for 
us all!  
 
 
 
Senior High 
For more information on senior high ministries, contact 
Pastor Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or kim-
berly@sothchurch.com. 
 

Youth Room Painting Party…  
Plans are set to install a new ceil-
ing in the youth room the first 
week of March! We will get to-
gether to paint and decorate the 
room shortly after Easter. Keep 
your eyes open for the date!! 

 
 
Third Sunday Lunch for Senior High continues 
March 15.  We will meet at the office doors at noon 
and head over to Perkins off Hwy 100. Parents are 
welcome. 
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Don’t hide those God-given gifts and talents like a bud 
that refuses to open.  How tragic it would be to allow 
your fear and insecurities to hold you back!  Don’t let 
your resentments or disappointments act like a prun-
ing shears that has cut off a bud before it can take 
form. You are part of His creation, you are part of the 
Body of Christ, and you are part of the spring that 
helps deliver-- the summer-the kingdom of heaven.   
We need to experience Spring to fully appreciate 
Summer, we need to experience Lent to fully experi-
ence Easter and in order to truly rejoice in attaining 
that which is anticipated for SOTH we need to experi-
ence the joy of being part of the group that has helped 
make it happen. We need to be like those people who 
can believe and to trust in that which is anticipated 
even when their feet are in the slush! After all there is 
a light that exists-there is a hint of warmth—it’s worth 
whistling about! 
�

SHINE  SHINE  SHINE 
 

I have been reading sev-
eral books regarding 
Mother Teresa and her 
compassionate, loving 
character.  She loved the 
Lord and practiced many 

rituals and prayers after a long day of giving, serving 
and bringing into safety thousands of the poor or the 
poorest and dying off the streets.  I admire her 
strength, focus and love of the Lord.  
 
Let me share a prayer she recited with her sister nuns 
repeatedly, entitled Shine through Me. 
Dear Lord, 
Help me spread your fragrance where I go. 
Flood my soul with your spirit and life. 
Penetrate and possess my whole being so utterly that 
all my life may only be a radiance of yours.  
Shine through me, and be in me, but only you, O 
Lord! 
Stay with me, then I shall begin to shine as you do: to 
shine so as to be a light to others. 
The light, O Lord, will be all from you; none of it will be 
mine.  
It will be you shining on others through me.  
Let me praise you in the way you love best, by shining 
on those around me.   Amen 
 
You need not search for the Lord in far lands: He is 
not there… Christ is close to you. He is with you.  Just 
keep the lamp burning and you will always see Him. 
Keep on filling the lamp with little drops of love and 
you will see how sweet is the Lord you love.   (taken 
from The Heart of the World –by Mother Teresa) 
 
May the love of Christ extend to you today and al-
ways.   Take Care, Cynthia, Parish Nurse 
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 In this month’s Shared Ministry 
Column, I challenge you to examine your ability to be-
lieve and to trust in that which is anticipated. I chose 
this theme for March because; "Spring is when you 
feel like whistling even with a shoe full of slush."   
When I first heard that saying, I thought-yes, that de-
fines it, that really describes what we experience in the 
transition from winter to spring as we cling to the hope 
that the summer sun will indeed come!   
 

 As Christians we are now in the midst of our Lenten 
Season which is much like a Minnesotan March day.  
On those days we feel the hint of warmth from the sun 
which is shining at a distance, but yet the wind is blow-
ing strong and cold.  Our hearts and souls may long to 
run barefoot through a summer field of grass but our 
shoes are full of slush!   
 

 Lent is so much like that for me and perhaps for you 
also.  During Lent we remember the winter-like tomb 
of sin that we could not escape by our own attempts-- 
at the same time we hope and trust in that which is 
anticipated. It is at this time we look toward the resur-
rection of the Son who will break the walls of our tomb 
of sin. Perhaps some of our guilt begins to melt away 
as we remember that we will see the One True Light 
of the World and celebrate the summer-like joy of 
Easter!   
 

 Shared Ministry implies many things and challenges 
us in many ways.  During these slushy days of March, 
during these anticipatory days of Lent, during SOTH’s 
own process of calling a new senior pastor—let us re-
flect on the lessons of spring!  When you are asked to 
uncover your gifts and talents and to put them into ser-
vice, answer that call to service with the imagination, 
hope, and faith that it takes to step out boldly with your 
feet in the slush.  Go ahead and show your enthusi-
asm.  Go ahead and whistle while your feet are in the 
slush!  Look around, listen, and be overwhelmed by 
the chorus of SOTH members who are whistling even 
though we are still in these anticipatory days—this 
tough transition time—this time that seeks to pull us 
into complacency rather than action.      



 
 I hope you will seek out Andrew and get to know him. 
He has some great stories to share with you.  He loves 
SOTH and says it is because of how friendly it is here.  
He said even some of the adults are really interested in 
talking to you-even though you are a kid!  He said he is 
so glad he has had the opportunity to go to the summer 
camps and he found out he loves canoeing!    He said 
the only thing he would want to change about SOTH to 
make it a better place would be to offer more youth re-
treats.  
 
 Each of us young or old has a place to play in the Body 
of Christ- we are one body made up of many parts.  We 
are so fortunate to have Andrew serve as one of the 
members of the Body of Christ that is SOTH.  He has 
definitely shown his “guts” courage when he has bravely 
tried using his voice and his hands in the discovery of 
this God-given gifts and talents! 
 
 To God be the Glory! 

      �
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One of the things about 
SOTH that makes me re-
joice like a  
day in spring is the way we 

intentionally invite our children and our youth to fully 
participate in the ministry of SOTH.  That is why this 
month I have selected one of our youth volunteers to 
feature in this column.  I have chosen to introduce you 
to Andrew Christensen.  Andrew has been chosen be-
cause he is exceptional but he is not the exception.  All 
our SOTH youth are exceptional!   
 

Andrew is the son of Keith and Sandy Christensen and 
has been a member of SOTH since his birth—Feb 2nd 
1997. He is 12 years old and is in the 6th grade at Ei-
senhower Elementary in Hopkins.  He might be young 
but he has already demonstrated a great deal of cour-
age in accepting opportunities to try out his God-given 
gifts and talents in a variety of ways around SOTH.  At 
school his favorite subject is Science—it seems like he 
is always drawn to experiments—to having the curios-
ity and the courage to see what will happen!   
 

During my interview with Andrew I asked him what his 
favorite  Bible verse or Bible story was.  He shared 
with me that his favorite is the story of Jonah and the 
whale.  Andrew said, “I think this is an amazing story 
because it shows that even though it had to be terrify-
ing for Jonah to be swallowed by the whale he learned 
to trust God and do as God wanted him to do and God 
did keep his promises!”  I told Andrew I think he also 
has shown a great deal of courage (guts) when he has 
tried out new things at SOTH.  I asked him about the 
time when he was 10 years old that he had served as 
a Lector for the Lessons and Carols service.  Accord-
ing to Andrew, “I was so scared-so nervous when I first 
stood up there before the whole church.  I thought I 
was going to fall down-just totally collapse!”  That 
might surprise you as much as it did me because if you 
heard him read it was beautiful even though like Keith 
(his dad) said you couldn’t even see Andrew behind 
the lectern —except for his forehead!  Andrew told me 
that after the service so many adults and his friends 
came up to him and told him how excellent his reading 
was!  He discovered it was something he enjoys doing 
and has asked to be a part of the regular lector assign-
ments too!  When I interviewed Andrew for this column 
I was reminded of the rather impressive list of experi-
ences he has tried here at SOTH.  Andrew has often 
been seen helping his grandpa Ed, with some cleaning 
projects around the church—trying out his hands in 
service.  He has also accepted the call to serve and 
use his hands to serve during our worship services as 
an acolyte 
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TIDBITS FROM TROOP 123 

Troop 123’s Boy Scouts have been 
busy this winter.  In December, 
scouts rang bells for the Salvation 
Army, and enjoyed one of their 
very favorite annual events--being 
locked in the church overnight 

(along with every video game imaginable) after an 
evening at the Waterpark of America.  Thank you, 
SOTH!  January brought the always-popular ski week-
end at Spirit Mountain in Duluth.  (Our troop almost 
put the Duluth Old Country Buffet out of busi-
ness!)  Many scouts have been active in making re-
cruiting visits to local Cub Scout packs.  This past 
weekend the troop hosted a sledding and skating af-
ternoon at Browndale Park for  Webelos thinking 
about joining Troop 123.  There was plenty of hot co-
coa consumed.  We’d love to talk to you about boy 
scouting if you have an interest.  Please contact 
Karen Hoops, Troop 123 Committee 
Chair.  (khoopsmn@hotmail.com or 952.922.2595) 
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