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We often hear this verse at funerals or at times when we are in 
need of comfort. But this is a message for everyone at all times. 
When do we ever stop needing to hear the blessed grace in this 
truth: that Jesus Christ loves us!? And there is nothing we can do 
to prevent him from loving us… praise God! 
When I remember that I have everything I need from a loving and 
gracious God, I am humbled. In that moment when I take a long, 
slow breath and soak in Christ’s love helps me take focus off my-
self. I realize that I have been truly blessed and that there is noth-
ing that I need that God hasn’t already provided. How can I keep 
Christ at the center of my life? How can I share his gift with others? 
 
Last week I got an email from the Minneapolis Area Synod that 
saddened me. Because of the struggling economy, congregations 
haven’t been giving to the larger church as was expected. As a re-
sult, 23 ministries in our synod are receiving a $25,200 cut in mis-
sion support. 26 pastors will receive less funding for their ministries 
(including Pastor Kelly Chatman from our sister congregation, Re-
deemer Lutheran). What this means there are less dollars, time 
and energy being poured into spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
I am proud that Shepherd of the Hills has been faithful to its com-
mitment to the larger church, and we will continue to grow in the 
area of giving.�
��������������������������������������������������� �Pastor’s message continued on page 10  
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“Every Person will know Jesus” 
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NEWS AND EVENTS AT SHEPHERD 
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WELCOME PASTOR SCOTT 
 

We are excited to welcome Pastor Scott Searl as the 
new Senior Pastor of Shepherd of the Hills.  Pastor 
Scott will begin his ministry here on July 1.  We look 
forward to our partnership in the Gospel.  Pastor Scott 
will be installed on Sunday, July 26 at our 9:30 am wor-
ship service.  Please join us on this day of celebration. 
 
 
SUMMER SUNDAY 
 

Outdoor Worship will be on Sunday, July 12,        
followed by Congregational Kickball.  We’ll enjoy 
God’s good creation through worship, and then we’ll 
play in it! Bring your running legs and play, or bring your 
chairs and cheer. We will have seating available on the 
parking lot for those who have trouble walking on the 
grass. Come and enjoy! 
 
 
RASPBERRY FESTIVAL 
 

If you haven’t heard the exciting news, Shepherd will be 
taking part in the Hopkins Raspberry Festival happen-
ing July 18-19!  Want to get involved?  Walk in the pa-
rade on Sunday, July 19 at 1:00 PM  Shepherd will also 
have a booth at the Family Event happening Saturday, 
July 18 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM on Mainstreet. This is 
another way you could get involved.  We are looking for 
people with the gift of Hospitality to engage those who 
come to our table.  These people would pass out water 
bottles, crosses and brochures.   Another unique hap-
pening at our booth will be a green screen!  People will 
have the opportunity to have an on the spot picture 
taken of themselves with Shepherd’s information right 
on it.  We will also need people to assist with this the 
day of the event. 
 
Shepherd will purchase water bottles in bulk and will be 
collecting donations of money to cover the cost.  If you 
are interested in donating, please turn in money dona-
tions to the main office at Shepherd.  We will need vol-
unteers to help put labels on the water bottles and get 
some other things ready prior to Family Day.  If you are 
interested in helping in any way, please contact Kara 
Larson or Pam Mitchell. 
 
 
 

LUTHER PARK 
50th Anniversary Summer 
Open House  
& Volunteer Recognition, 
July 18  

Plan now to take a beautiful summer drive to Luther 
Park’s 50th Anniversary Open House and Volunteer 
Recognition Day on Saturday, July 18. This festive, 
free “Thank You!” day is for all friends of Luther Park. 
Festivities begin with 11:00 a.m. with worship at the 
Point, with activities available until 4:00 p.m. There’s 
fun and activities for all ages, so bring your friends 
and family.  Overnight accommodations are available 
on a first-come basis. For more information, check 
out our web site www.lutherpark.com, call 715-656-
7244, or via e-mail at camp@lutherpark.com 
 
CAMPING ANYONE? 
 

Are you curious about the church property, Voyager 
Bay?  Do you enjoy rustic camping (tents and camp-
fire cooking)?  Please contact Kristen Urbina in re-
gards to a church camping weekend, August 7 -9. 
952-935-9339, Urbina_kj@hotmail.com 
 
 
TIME AND TALENT SURVEY 
 

Something new on the Web!  You can now fill out 
your Time and Talent form on line by going to 
www.sothchurch.com.  If you do not have internet 
available, please let Kara know so she can get you a 
copy.  We realize not everyone has internet access, 
however for those who do, you will help Shepherd 
save money by completing it on-line. 
 
 
COMMUNITY DAY 
 

Save the date  for Community Day, Sunday, Septem-
ber 13th!  There will be games, food, face painting 
and tons of fun! 
�
�



FELLOWSHIP AND EDUCATION  

GOOD COMPANY 
A Group for All Ages 
 

Good Company Breakfast will be 
held on Friday,  July 17 at 9:15 a.m. 
at Lund’s Restaurant in the Country 
Village Shopping Center (Hwy. 7 
and Cty. Rd. 73).   All are invited to 
join us—Shepherd members and 
guests.  The group has gotten lar-

ger.  Come and meet “Good Company” friends and 
maybe make a new friend or two.  
~ Ruth Rand, Coordinator 
 
SHEPHERD NOW ON FACEBOOK 
 

A Facebook Site for Shepherd of the Hills  has 
been created. This is a great place to post photos, 
send one another emails, or start a discussion! 
Please join! (You have to have a Facebook account 
to join… let me know if you need help with this.) 
~ Pastor Kimberly 
 
WITH HEARTFELT THANKS 
 

Thank you for your generous giving throughout 
this year!  Please remember as you begin to travel 
for summer that Shepherd of the Hills Church contin-
ues to offer ministries and give benevolences. Your 
contributions are a gift to this congregation and to 
your faith growth as well. If you would like to use 
Simply Giving (an electronic withdrawal system), you 
can continue to give faithfully, even when you are 
away. Contact the church office to use Simply Giv-
ing. Again, thank you for your continued generosity! 
~ Pastor Kimberly 
 
NOTES OF THANKS 
We wish to thank Pam Mitchell for sharing her pas-
sion for gardening with all the women of Shepherd of 
the Hills at the June Salad Supper.  Pam, you did an 
outstanding job of linking gardening to God’s plan for 
our lives.  We really appreciate all of your hard work. 
The Women of Shepherd 
 
I want to thank you all for the prayers and support 
you gave me while I was hospitalized and in the 
nursing home.  It gave me strength and courage to 
go on.  It meant so much to me 
Alice Schulz 
 
 

WOMEN’S SALAD SUPPER RECAP 
 

Eighty women, eleven of them from Redeemer Lu-
theran Church, enjoyed the Women’s Salad Supper on 
the evening of Tuesday June 9th.  Dawn Jensen started 
the evening with devotions.  The music entertainment, 
beautifully performed by Jordy and Mandy Anderson on 
their guitar and cello, was a treat that should have not 
been missed. 
After eating our way through the many excellent salads, 
homemade rolls, and varied desserts, Pam Mitchell pre-
sented an interesting, introspective, and informative talk 
on gardening.  Not only did we learn about Pam’s life 
and how she became a master gardener, but inter-
woven within the talk, was a story of her faith life and 
how God is always part of the growing process, both in 
gardening and our personal being. 
Two of Pam’s beautiful potted garden arrangements 
were the door prizes which two lucky women won. 
A thankoffering in the amount of $650 was collected for 
the ICA Foodshelf. Thanks to all who made this lovely 
evening possible. 
 
CHOCOLATE BOUTIQUE! 
 

Conversations with Christian Women presents: 
Simply Relevant: Chocolate 
Boutique,  a relational Bible-based 
conversation just for women! 
(ages 16-106) We’ll gather to talk, 
eat chocolate, and grow in faith. 
Remaining dates are Tuesdays: 
July 14, August 4, and August 25 
from 6:00-8:00 pm. They will be 
held at Pastor Kimberly’s house: 
8621 Poplar Bridge Curve, Bloom-
ington. Childcare will be held onsite. Bring a friend. A 
one-time donation of $10 will be accepted to cover the 
cost of materials. Please RSVP for each event at least 
one day in advance, 952-935-3457. Hope to see you 
there!  
~ Pastor Kimberly 
 
BOOK COLLECTION 
 

Reading books are being collected for distribution by 
the Nash-Finch Corp.  Thank you to all who have con-
tributed.  These books for K-6th Graders will be deliv-
ered to Nash-Finch as an on-going project here at 
Shepherd. 
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OUTREACH & WELLNESS OPPORTUNITIES 

Pastor’s Message cont. 
 
When I remember the overflowing love Jesus has for 
me and for all his children, and when I realize I have 
everything I need and more, my own anxiety over 
money and control lessens. I begin to experience a 
peace that allows me to open my clutched fists and 
release what God has entrusted to me. I can give to 
others because I know there is nothing that can sepa-
rate me from Christ’s love. He has given me every-
thing!  
 
There are plenty of opportunities for us to release what 
God has entrusted to us, right here in our own back-
yard. In addition to the need our synod’s mission con-
gregations are experiencing, Shepherd of the Hills is 
also continuing to use our dollars to share Christ’s 
Word and to serve his people. Please remember to be 
faithful in your giving as you experience the amazing 
gift of Christ’s everything! Praise God for his good-
ness! 
 
God bless, Pastor Kimberly 

SUPPORT GROUP FOR GLBT FAMILIES 
 

A support group for friends and families of gay and les-
bian persons will meet Thurs., July 30 at 7:00 PM at 
church.  Pastor Fred Jensen will be facilitating.  If you 
have any questions please call the church office. 
 
STEPHEN MINISTERS AVAILABLE 
 

If you are experiencing a crisis or transition, 
Stephen Ministers  are available to talk and to listen. 
They are trained, confidential volunteers who can come 
spend time with you on a regular basis. If you would like 
to have a Stephen Minister visit with you, please con-
tact Pastor Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or  
kimberly@sothchurch.com. 

RELAXING? 
 

It’s hot, it’s bright and it’s time to RELAX and PLAY  
Do we really know how to RELAX and PLAY?   
I have a few natural, therapeutic ideas to share. 
 

Does your body enjoy the warmth of the sun on it?  
Do you have enough Vitamin D in your system?  If 
not, be intentional about getting yourself out into the 
great outdoors daily.  
 

Do you have trouble resting or sleeping?   
Listening to guided imagery music or gently guiding 
your own thoughts to GOD for comfort and guidance 
can occur any time of day or night. 
 

Do you day dream and wander around wondering 
what to do next? 
Journaling and logging thoughts and concerns at any 
given time may be helpful.  
Dancing or stretching to fun music may be helpful in 
many ways. 
Picking up a musical instrument may be relaxing 
and fun. 
Watching the birds and critters in your yard may  
be fun.  
Gardening is productive and therapeutic. 
Reading a good book on the porch may be interesting 
 

Do you spend soulful time with GOD?  
It’s sometimes difficult to stop and just “Be in the pres-
ence of GOD.” yet, when you have that spiritual friend 
to commune with at any given moment, why do we 
wait so long to commune with Our LORD and Savior.  
Jesus Christ will lift you to higher places with grace 
and compassion.  How wonderful is HE? 
 
Enjoy July to HIS Utmost! 
Take Care, Cynthia 
Parish Nurse 
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GREETER SCHEDULE 
 
July 5  Elaine Rain, Hazel Brown, Sophie Deguisne 
July 12  Elaine Rain, Hazel Brown, Sophie Deguisne 
July 19  Paul & Dell Askegaard, Dorothy Bruer 
July 26  Paul & Dell Askegaard, Dorothy Bruer 
August 2 Steve & Judy Grams, Gary Nash 
August 9 Steve & Judy Grams, Gary Nash 
August 16 Quent Weberg, Audrey Ford, Lorraine Cushman 
August 23 Quent Weberg, Audrey Ford, Lorraine Cushman 
August 30 Scott, Lana & Alyssa Edmundson 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
For more information on confirmation or middle school 
ministries, contact Pastor Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or  
kimberly@sothchurch.com. 
 
Green Lake Bible 
Camp and Luther 
Park Bible Camp were 
wonderful experiences 
for 8 of our Confirma-
tion youth and 2 of our 
elementary aged youth 
this year. They studied 
the Bible, played 
games, acted in skits, 
made friends and nur-
tured relationships, 
swam, ate, swatted bugs, and slept (a little)! Thank you, 
Shepherd, for your support of Bible Camp ministries! 
Pictures can be found on Shepherd’s website and even 
more on Shepherd’s Facebook. 
 
Worship and Service Credits for Confirmation Stu-
dents  can still be earned during the summer! Be sure to 
come to church, take notes, and turn those in. There 
are many opportunities inside and outside the church 
for service. If you are looking for ideas, talk to Pastor 
Kimberly. This is a great way to catch up from last year 
or get ahead for next year! 
 
A Summer Stretch Facebook Site  is available for pho-
tos and discussions. Take a look throughout the sum-
mer to see what our youth are up to as they serve with 
Feed My Starving Children, Urban Immersion, Lutheran 
Social Service, ICA, Juvenile Diabetes Research Foun-
dation, KIVA Micro-lending, and more! 
  
SENIOR HIGH 
For more information on senior high ministries, contact 
Pastor Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or  
kimberly@sothchurch.com. 
�
Please pray for 6 mission trippers going to Luther 
Park this year for a service/canoe trip in mid-July. They 
will work onsite at Luther Park and then spend several 
days roughing it, camping and canoeing. Please re-
member these awesome youth as they represent Shep-
herd in the world! 
 
The Youth Room  has been painted and we’re in the 
process of furnishing the room. If you are a youth, 
please be thinking about what you’d like in that room. 
Send me emails or talk to me about your ideas. We’ll 
furnish it throughout the summer and have a blessing of 
the room in the fall. Yay! Our own space!!!! 
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LIQUID LAUNDRY  
DETERGENT 
(Non-sudsing)  
 

You will need: 
3 pints water 
1/3 bar Fels Naptha soap (bar 
soap section of grocery store) 
½ cup Arm & Hammer washing soda   
½ cup 20 Mule Team borax (both found in laundry 
soap section) 
3-4 gallon bucket with lid 
1 quart hot water 
More hot water 
 

Grate 1/3 of Fels Naptha bar soap into a bowl. 
Mix grated Fels Naptha soap in a pan with 3 pints of 
water.  Heat on low until dissolved.  Stir in washing 
soda and borax.  Stir on low heat until slightly thick-
ened.  Remove from heat. 
Add one quart hot water to your large covered con-
tainer.  Add soap/borax/soda mixture.  Mix well. 
 

Fill bucket with two gallons hot water. Mix well.  
Cover. 
Set aside for 24 hours.  Mixture will separate slightly 
and gel. 
Stir well before using ¼ - ½ cup per laundry load. 
Mixture will begin to separate after sitting.  Stir before 
using. 
 

Note:  If you have soft water, I recommend using ¼ 
cup.  Hard water will require more of the soap mixture.  
This mixture does not produce suds.  It will, however, 
clean your dirty clothes.   
 

Stain Removal:  Rub a generous amount onto a stain 
and allow mixture to work for 30 minutes.  Wash as 
usual. 
 

Try it!  You will like it. 
 
 
RECYCLING PLASTIC 
 

Thanks to Emily Barker for making it possible for 
Shepherd members to recycle their #5 plastics. De-
posit clean #5 plastic containers in the blue barrel 
found in the narthex. (Check this very informative dis-
play in the narthex through July. After July, the recy-
cling receptacle will be located under the stairs near 
the office. This location will then be our recycling cen-
ter.)  The containers will go to Whole Foods for recy-
cling. 
 
Keep recycling!  Every activity makes a difference! 
�
�

FROM OUR MISSIONARY 
 

Dear Friends in Christ at Shepherd of the Hills  
Lutheran Church, 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ! 
 
First of all, my apologies for not keeping you better 
informed about events here in Madagascar, including 
my ministry and current events.  In December of 
2008, seeds of discord were being planted within the 
political parties here in Madagascar. This led to  
demonstrations which resulted in violence, pillaging, 
and burning of buildings and vehicles with over 135 
deaths. 
 
On 17 March, the president of Madagascar resigned 
under pressure and is currently in exile in South Af-
rica. The military immediately handed over power to 
the leader of the opposition who, to this date, is not 
recognized by the international community. Negotia-
tions have been on-going between four political par-
ties which is being monitored by the United Nations, 
African Union, European Union, and the Southern Af-
rican Development Community.  Just when it seems 
there is a "light seen at the end of the tunnel," one of 
the parties involved will express their dissatisfaction. 
 
In mid-March, three days before the president's resig-
nation, the ELCA Global Mission decided to evacuate 
their missionaries (two mission families); so I was 
flown to the States with less than two days notice. 
Praise the Lord, I am now back in Madagascar, hav-
ing flown into Antananarivo on the night of 31 May. 
My trip went well for which I thank the Lord. 
 
Supporters of the former president insist that he (Marc 
Ravalomanana) will return to Madagascar before 26 
June (Independence Day), although there is a warrant 
out for his arrest by the unrecognized Transitional 
Government.  Streets appear calm, although in-
creased crime has been reported.  It's always wise 
being aware of one's surroundings, no matter the cir-
cumstances.... and place one's trust in the Lord at all 
times and in all places. 
Thanks for prayers. 
Patricia  
 
  



has prepared for us in the sky above.  A feast for our 
eyes but not our eyes alone for all our senses awaits us 
in the night sky.  It will surely call you to worship and 
lead you to prayer. 
 
Summer calls us to find the Gospel that God has written 
for us in new ways.  Martin Luther was correct that to 
experience the beauty of nature is to experience the 
story that God has given us.  Then imagine it is really 
more than just a story for us to know it is a story for us to 
be stars in!  Yes!  You and I are created by God to be 
stars!  I see that so easily when I look upon the time, tal-
ent and treasures that you share so generously inside 
and outside this congregation!   
 
PSALM 8:3 asks a profound question.  “What is man that 
God is mindful of him?”  One of the most fascinating 
truths that exists in God’s creation is that he intends us 
to outshine the stars of the most brilliant night sky.  Just 
reflect on the vastness and brilliance of the God given 
gifts and talents that have been bestowed on the mem-
bers of this congregation and you will know it is true.   
 
So go outside, and while you are spotting the moon and 
taking a look at your star chart to pick out some amazing 
stars in some far off constellations remember that you 
are an amazing star too! 
 
P.S. 
Please go to www.sothchurch.com  and fill out your 
2209-2010 Time and Talent survey  You will find the link 
to the survey on the SOTH home page.  If you do not 
have internet access you may request a printed version 
by calling Pam Mitchell  952-935-3457 ext 14 and one 
will be made available to you.  We are hoping to cut 
down on paper and mailing costs by having them com-
pleted online.   
 
  
  
  

�
�
�
�
�
�

�
 

Submitted by:  Pam Mitchell 
Shared Ministry Coordinator 
 
“God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but 
also on trees, and in the flowers and clouds and 
stars.” Martin Luther 
   
If this is a typical July it will soon be sultry, steaming 
and perhaps even sweltering.  I love the heat.  I don’t 
love the humidity, but I imagine very soon it will be 
feeling very tropical here in the Land of 10,000 lakes!   
There are so many things that are just savored more 
in the summer … a shady nook, a cool breeze or a 
lovely tall glass of ice cold lemonade and the deep 
black velvet night sky with those twinkling stars! 
 
One of my memories of childhood that I hold closest 
to my heart are the summer nights outside viewing 
the night sky. My childhood home wasn’t air-
conditioned and although my mother would com-
mand us to close all the windows and pull all the 
drapes to keep the house from heating up too much 
during the heat of the day, and although we had sev-
eral fans running-- it still got so hot in our house that 
no one was able to go to sleep very early.  So even 
as children we got to stay up late and spend time 
outside and sometimes even sleep on the porch!  I 
really do cherish those nights outside gazing up at 
the beautiful stars in the heaven above.  Not only 
was the beauty of the stars but the time spent with 
my extremely busy farm parents also priceless! 
 
“When I consider your heavens, the work of your fin-
gers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in 
place, what is man that you are mindful of him?”   
PSALM 8:3 NIV   
 
Try it tonight.  Go outside and look for the moon’s 
shadow and spot a few constellations.  The quiet 
stillness of the night helps to bring everything in our 
minds into focus.  Listen to the gentle wispy sound of 
the breeze in the trees and gaze into the majesty of 
the sky that our Creator has provided us.    Even 
here in the city there are many stars visible in the 
night sky.  How sad it is that we so often spend the 
night in our air-conditioned homes under our roofs— 
in front of our TV’s, oblivious to the feast that God 

Page 11 



�
� �

�

�������������	�
�����������������	�
�����������������	�
�����������������	�
����� ���
����
��������
��������
��������
���� ������ �� �������������������������������� � �
�
�
������������������

�������������������������

�������������������������

�������������������������

�������
��������	�
��������
������������	�
��������
������������	�
��������
������������	�
��������
���� ������ �� ��������
��

�������� ��!��!������
���

�������� ��!��!������
���

�������� ��!��!������
���

�������� ��!��!������
�
"�#$��

%"�#$��

%"�#$��

%"�#$��

%���&

���'���(��&��
!����#�������������!�����)

�����������������&

��
��������*�+���!������������! �
�!�������
�����������!�
�����#����������#����%������

���,��������!��,��
�� 
������������$��!�
�������
������������,�������
����
$��!��������!����%� �-��� �����'��*�

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
500 Blake Road South 
Edina, MN 55343 
 
Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 
Hopkins, MN 

Permit No. 132 


