“Every Person will know Jesus”

January 2009
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king for ever.
May the Lord give strength to his people!
May the Lord bless his people with peace!
Psalm 29:10-11
Phone: (952) 935-3457 In this time of transition, it's natural to experience grief. For many,
Fax: (952) 935-6127 Pastor Dan has been in our lives for two decades! Allowing our-
email: office@sothchurch.com selves to feel sorrow is healthy. Being aware that the grieving proc-
Website:  www.sothchurch.com ess can last for a long time may help us as we look forward to wel-
coming a new pastor. The new pastor won't replace Pastor Dan, but
Pastor's Home Phone Numbers: will bring new and exciting gifts of her or his own. Let us give our-

selves time to celebrate the blessing Pastor Dan has been to us, and

Pastor Kimberly Leetch be patient with ourselves as we grieve.

Cell: (651) 402-8367

During this time, it's also natural to experience fear. What will hap-
pen to Shepherd now? Will we make it through the transition time?
Please be assured the Council has been working overtime to make
sure Shepherd not only survives, but thrives during this transition
time! Many people, including our three gifted seminary students,
have stepped forward to offer their gifts and services. Here are some
specifics:

Worship Schedule
8:30 a.m. Festival
10:45 a.m. Jubilee

| will preach most Sundays, rotating in our seminary
students, John Gabrielson, John Klawiter, and Wade
Wacholz. This will also give them an opportunity to teach

Education Time Wednesday morning Bible studies.

9:45—10:30 am. (continued on page 10)
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NEWS AND EVENTS AT SHEPHERD

A LETTER FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL
December 2008

Dear Shepherd Friends,

The Church Council has written this letter to keep you
informed on three issues: Shepherd’s budget status
for 2008, budget planning for 2009, and pastoral cov-
erage for the near term. This letter has been included
in this month’s newsletter to avoid costs associated
with a separate mailing.

2008 Budget Outlook

At the time of this writing, the books are still open on
2008 giving. The good news is that November giving
was tremendous, resulting in a halving of the deficit.
While we are praying for a strong December, we want
to thank everyone for your efforts thus far. These are
trying times for many, but you have answered the call,
which will allow us to go into 2009 in a stronger finan-
cial position.

2009 Budget Planning and Senior Pastor Decision

Following the member input meetings held in late No-
vember and early December, council met to consider
the input received and to make a plan for setting
Shepherd’s budget for 2009. In these discussions,
Council identified a number of ways to reduce the
2009 budget, if necessary. Of course, whether reduc-
tions are needed depends on the outcome of the
stewardship campaign. With a clear understanding of
the reduction options available, Council made the de-
cision to continue our call for a senior pastor and in-
formed the Call Committee of this decision.

Pastoral Coverage

December 28, 2008 was Pastor Dan’s final Sunday as
Senior Pastor. The Call Committee continues its
process for calling a senior pastor, which will resume
after the first of the year with the interviewing process.
In the meantime, planning is underway to cover pas-
toral duties over the next several months, until a new
senior pastor is named. Pastor Dan and Pastor Kim-
berly have been working together and have made a
plan with Fred Jensen, and seminarians John Gabriel-
son, John Klawitter and Wade Wacholz to cover all
the areas of ministry we have come to expect at
Shepherd. We are tremendously blessed to have the
talents of these individuals available to us at this time
of transition.

What's Next?

On January 11”‘, Council will host a forum between
services to provide an update on each of the issues
discussed above. Then, on January 25”‘, the annual
congregational meeting will be held to review calendar
year 2008, and to ask for your approval of the 2009
budget.

Finally, as we move into a new year, we want to thank
you for your continued dedication to Shepherd of the
Hills. 2009 will be an important year for our church
and our congregation. It's a year that we truly look
forward to sharing with all of you. We know the Holy
Spirit is always present at Shepherd, and if we will be
open to its power, it will move us in amazing ways --
ways we will be surprised by in 2009.

God's Peace!!

Shepherd of the Hills Church Council
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ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

ADULT FORUMS IN JANUARY & FEBRUARY

Jan. 4
Jan. 11
Jan. 18
Jan. 25
Feb. 1
Feb. 8
Feb. 15
Feb. 22

Emergency Preparedness Planning

State of the Church (Council presentation)
Racism: Pr. Kelly Chatman speaking
Congregational Meeting

Addictions: Sexual

Addictions: Eating

Addictions: Chemical & Prescription Drugs
Addictions: Perfectionism

JANUARY BIBLE STUDY CLASS
“Free at Last — A Look at What Freedom Means in
the Life of Faith.”

In 1963 Martin Luther King declared in his “I Have a
Dream” speech the dream to be “free at last.” In
1520 Martin Luther wrote an essay on The Freedom
of A Christian. For three Wednesdays in January we
will explore “freedom” in a Christian perspective and
ask: What does it mean to be truly free? Is freedom
our right, our choice or our obligation? What does
Jesus say about freedom? What are we hungering
to be free from? What are we free for?

We will use Martin Luther’s classic essay, Martin Lu-
ther King's famous speech, and related Biblical texts
to explore and discuss our freedom in the light of our
Christian faith and callings.

Wade Wacholz will be leading the class on three
successive Wednesdays, January 7", 14™ and 21°.
Come join us for dinner at 5:45 pm, followed by faith-
ful conversation beginning at 6:30 pm!

FREED-UP FINACIALLY COURSE

Freed-Up Financially is here! This insightful and
practical course helps people manage their finances
from a perspective of faith. The course touches on
eliminating credit debt, creating a spending plan,
making wise spending decisions, and faithful giving.
If you are ready to take a hard look at your financial
situation with an eye toward growing in faith, this
course is for you! Even if you manage your finances
well, you will learn something from this course. Pas-
tor Kimberly is facilitating. For more information see
www.goodsenseministry.com. Cost is $20 per per-
son, or $35 per couple. Couples are encouraged to
attend together. Please sign up in the Narthex. Class
is offered Mondays, 6:30-8:00 p.m., January 26 —
March 2.
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NEW BOOK STUDY!
Join us as we discuss this very popu-
lar book. Rick Warren's bestselling
book The Purpose Driven Life de-
scribes God's five purposes for every
Christian. Now Erik Rees helps you
discover God's unique purpose for your
life based on the way God has shaped
you. Filled with Scripture and real-life
stories, S.H.A.P.E. presents a series of
challenges to guide you through the process of discov-
ering your personal blend of Spiritual Gifts, Heart, Abili-
ties, Personality, and Experiences. Rees' insights and
practical guidance for applying them can change the
way you look at yourself and how you live your life.
Along the way, you'll discover how to apply your amaz-
ing array of personal attributes in ways that bring confi-
dence, freedom, clarity, and significance that can only
come from your Creator.
Dates: Sundays, Feb 8-Mar 15"
Time: 9:45to0 10:30
Place: Church Library.
Cost:  $15.00 for the book. Order now!

Call Pam Mitchell 952-935-3457 ext 14
Deadline to sign up for the book study is January18™

h 773, WINTER FUN!
WINTE =

Camp ‘n Pamperin’ Weekend
e reat at Luther Park, March 13-15.
Moms, this weekend is for you!
Luther Park is teaming up with Heartwood Conference
Center, just miles from the camp to offer this weekend
of relaxation and pampering. You can bring kids in
grades 1-6, where they will be offered a camp weekend
at Luther Park. Registration forms can be found on the
youth board near the offices. Please turn in your regis-
tration and fee to Pastor Kimberly by Sunday, February
1. Cost is $140 for mom and child. $70 per additional
child. Check out the retreat center at
www.heartwoodconferencecenter.com.

SHAPE

ERIK REES

ARREN

ALTAR GUILD ANNUAL MEETING
The Altar Guild will have their annual meeting on Thurs-
day, January 22nd at 7:00 p.m. in the library.



FELLOWSHIP AND OUTREACH

CIRCLE MEETINGS

Lois Circle
Meets on: Tues., January 13th at 7:00 p.m.
Hostess: Jean Housh
Location: 6436 lvy Way, Edina
(952) 844-0707
Bible Study: Karen Vevle
Contact: Nancy Olseth (952) 935-7449

Marge Bullemer (952) 938-5078

Deborah Circle

Meets on: Thurs., January 8th at 9:30 a.m.
Hostess: Joan Oyaas

Location: Church Library

Bible Study: Evy Hagen

Contact: Norma Langehough (952) 996-0630

BRIDGE GROUP

We will meet on Monday, January 19 at 10:00 a.m.
at Shepherd of the Hills. Our hostess will be Peggy
Helgerud. Please let Peggy know if you will be
sending a substitute. Happy New Year!

GOOD COMPANY
A Group for All Ages

Good Company Breakfast will be on the fourth Fri-
day of January, (January 23, 2009) at 9:15 a.m. We
will meet at Jerry’s Café inside Jerry’s Foods (on
Vernon Avenue in Edina). If you just want a sweet
roll or donut, pick one out in Jerry’s bakery and take
it over to the café counter to have with your coffee.
You can pay for it there. Hope you will join us for
warm conversation over a warm cup of coffee or tea
... but me, I'm having eggs for my breakfast. See
you at Jerry’s!

Ruth Rand, Coordinator

SPARKS! (Single Parents Are Raising Kids
Spectacularly!)

All single parents are invited to join us! We meet
every other Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. in the
church library. Upcoming dates are Jan. 7 and 21,
Feb. 4 and 18, and March 4 and 18. Nursery and
children’s activities will be available at SOTH while
we meet. Call June Swart at 952-975-0232 for
more information, or just come join us!

MISSION TRIP TO
NEW ORLEANS

_oaa Katrina

. | ‘l I P
w Re ‘{e JANUARY 23-30
The need for assistance in

You Can Help!

New Orleans in the reconstruction following hurri-
cane Katrina is still very significant. Shepherd of the
Hills will be sending a group January 23-30 to assist in
this effort. There is a project for people of all skill levels.
One can do simple clean-up, preparing meals or ad-
vanced carpentry projects and everything in between.
No tools are required. The cost is $350 plus meals as
we travel down and back. The total cost is about $400.
If you have any questions, contact Virgil Aarness (952-
945-0676) or Paul Johnson (952-929-0249).

ICA FOODSHELF BENEFIT

Chamber Music Benefit Concert will be held on Sunday,
Jan. 18th at 3:00 p.m. at Bet Shalom Congregation
(13613 Orchard Road, Minnetonka). The concert fea-
tures Marilyn Zupnick who is with the Minnesota Or-
chestra. Proceeds will benefit the ICA Food Shelf.
Tickets are $18 in advance and $25 at the door. For
advance tickets, contact Donna Duchene at (952-933-
0602) or Donna.948@hotmail.com

MORE ICA NEWS

In November, ICA provided food to over 500 house-
holds, and financially supported 50 families in need. In
addition, ICA distributed Thanksgiving food to 816
households. The need continues to increase each
month. Some clients need help on an ongoing basis,
others are short term, perhaps to manage job loss or
sudden illness. The stories of our neighbors are not
always told publicly, but they quietly unfold around us. It
is our privilege at ICA to listen to their stories and to
help as we are able. Please donate.

SOX FOR THE HOMELESS

The homeless appear in the ER of Hen-

nepin County medical Center and they
are in need of clean, white crew socks.
, Numbers of them have frozen feet and
need medical attention. The hospital
does not supply the socks. We will be
collecting socks for the homeless from
November through March. Your donation of clean,
white crew socks can be placed in the collection box in
the narthex.
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WORSHIP HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE
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See calendar on web site for current information
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

For more information on confirmation or middle school
ministries, contact Pastor Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or
kimberly@sothchurch.com.

YouthQuake! Convention is March 20-22. Thisis a
weekend retreat in Minneapolis that includes music, work-
shops, worship, and more.

Confirmation Service and Worship Credits  should be
more than half finished for the year. Please check the
forms on the youth page at www.sothchurch.com to see
how many you've completed.

Confirmation 8 ™ graders will soon be working on
their stoles. Watch your email for information on dates
(two Saturday mornings in January/February).

SENIOR HIGH

For more information on senior high ministries, contact
Pastor Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or kim-
berly@sothchurch.com.

Third Sunday Lunch for Senior High continues Janu-
ary 18. We will meet at the office doors at noon and head
over to Chipotle in Hopkins. Parents are welcome.

Cariboutyou Coffee begins January 4 when we go to
Caribou Coffee. This forum for senior high meets the first
Sunday of every month at 9:45 a.m. throughout the pro-
gram year.

The Senior High is hosting kids from Sacred Heart,

MN the weekend of January 16-18. They hosted our
kids for a Rural Immersion Experience in October, and it's
our turn to show how we serve and play here in the city!
Please reserve the weekend for many fun and fulfilling
events. We're going to Feed My Starving Children Friday
night. On Saturday we’ll go to Mall of America in the
morning and early afternoon, then to Grand Slam. We
close the weekend with worship Sunday morning followed
by Third Sunday Lunch. Let’s be great hosts and get lots
of Shepherd kids there!



MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
YOU ARE INVITED TO
ATTEND DINNER AND
CHOIR PERFORMANCE
FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 2009

The Twin Cities Women’s Choir, consisting of
credibly gifted women, will be performing at Shepherd
of the Hills on Friday, January 9th, 2009!! We are put-
ting together an awesome evening of food and enter-
tainment and invite you to attend, bring friends and
mark your calendar for a great evening of inspiring mu-
sic, fantastic food and fellowship, as well as an oppor-
tunity to share Shepherd hospitality!!

We are planning a potluck fellowship dinner beginning
at 6:00 p.m., with a concert in the sanctuary starting at
7:30 p.m. (free will offering), childcare will be provided
beginning at 7:15 p.m. for anyone needing that assis-
tance for the concert. Twin Cities Women’s Choir
members will be attending our potluck dinner and
bringing food as welll What a great opportunity for
Shepherd to reach out beyond our doors and welcome
others to see what Shepherd has to offer! What a
great event to look forward to following the Christmas
season!

Potluck dinner assignment:
A-G  Salad/ side dish
H-P  Main dish / hot dish
Q-Z Dessert

Beverages will be provided

If you would like to volunteer to help with this event,
please contact Joni Stone at (952-944-8837) or 612-
396-5933. We look forward to seeing you on January
oth!

CHRISTMAS TEA A ROARING SUCCESS

Shepherd 10™ annual Christmas Tea was a roar-
ing success, with seventeen beautifully decorated
tables and 140 guests. Our guest speaker, Janet
Letnes Martin, kept everyone roaring with laugh-
ter for an hour while relating stories about grow-
ing up in the rural Swedish and Norwegian Dako-
tas and Minnesota. It brought back many won-
derful and funny memories of those times. Spe-
cial music was provided by Karen Hofstad-
Parkhill, Dawn Jensen and Mark Adolphson. A
gift of $1,000 was raised for our missionary, Pat
Bentsen, to be used for a well in Madagas-

car. Janet Letnes Martin also donated ten per-
cent of sales of her books to our cause. Also
thanks to the brigade of men who acted as our
servers for the evening. Thanks to all who made
this wonderful evening possible.
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Pastor's Message cont.

I will also be available for pastoral care situa-
tions, including presiding at funerals, and visiting the
homebound and hospitalized. Our parish nurse, Cyn-
thia, and | are working on beginning a lay ministry
visitation team, so if you are interested in bringing
communion to homebound members, please contact
me. Cynthia and our seminary students are also par-
ticipating in this area of ministry.

Wade has agreed to facilitate the Sunday
morning adult forums, and is teaching a Wednesday
night series on Luther’'s Freedom of a Christian in
January.

Fred Jensen will facilitate the Support Group
for Family and Friends of Gays and Lesbians.

John K. is assisting with Middle School teach-
ing responsibilities on Sunday mornings along with
Jose Quevedo.

There is a team in place planning Lenten wor-
ship, and this year’s theme looks better than ever!
We'll be Passing on the Faith.

The call committee is still active and passion-
ate about calling our new senior pastor. They are
much farther in the process than many congregations
would be at this point, and I'm confident they will call
the right pastor for our congregation!

The Council and | will continue to provide
leadership in areas of decision-making for the congre-
gation. They have been wise and strong voices so far,
and we are blessed to have this team of committed
people leading us at this time.

In response to country’s economic crisis, | will
be teaching a course January 26 — March 2 called
Freed Up Financially. It is designed to assist mem-
bers with their personal financial planning from a per-
spective of faith. It is not intended as a stewardship
campaign. Rather, it is a response to the deepening
financial crisis many of our members are experienc-
ing. This is the church’s opportunity to give back to
youl!
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In this transition time, it's also natural to experience
excitement. Transitions can be times of great opportu-
nity to do some intentional reflecting on who we are
as a congregation, and contemplate our vision and
mission. This is a time to remember that Pastor Dan
wasn't the primary leader of our congregation, nor am
I, nor is our Council. God is the leader of this congre-
gation! As we move forward in prayer and faith, let us
remember that our mission is to carry out God’s work
in this world. He will be faithful to us, as he always
has been! God will lead this congregation in amazing
ways!

Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel;
he gives power and strength to his people.
Psalm 68:35

God bless,

Pastor Kimberly

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES!

| struggle to find the words to express the appreciation
| have for each of you—members and friends at Shep-
herd of the Hills. For the past five years | have been
honored to be a partner in the Gospel with you. You
have loved and cared for me and my family. | am truly
grateful for all you have done. Now | say my farewell to
you and pray for God’s richest blessings upon you.
Don't forget who you are! You are God’s people with a
calling to let the Gospel’s glorious light shine so EVE-
RYONE WILL KNOW JESUS!

In the coming months, | will not be returning to Shep-
herd of the Hills for any pastoral acts. A part of me
would love to celebrate with you AS PASTOR but I find
it very important to respect your pastors and their fu-
ture ministry. Therefore, it is my policy to respectfully
decline any invitations to officiate at weddings or funer-
als at Shepherd of the Hills once | leave. A memorial
service for Aaron Montague (January 24, 2009) had
been prearranged in early December 2008 while was
your pastor. This will be the only exception to this pol-
icy.

My daughter, Michelle, son-law Jose and precious
granddaughters, Daniela and Kaili will be continuing
their ministry with you. | am confident Carolyn and | will
be returning to celebrate with them at Shepherd in the
coming years.

Thanks again for your partnership in the Gospel! May
you be blessed with many wonderful surprises as you
look into God'’s promised future!

Pastor Dan



ONE BODY, MANY PARTS
Submitted by: Pam Mitchell Shared Ministry Coordina-
tor

| find the New Year a perfect time to plan new begin-
nings. As | pondered the direction of the Shared Minis-
try program at Shepherd of the Hills | realized that very
little has been done to highlight— YOU! Yes, YOU!
The whole concept of Shared Ministry originated from
this verse in 1 Corinthians 12:12 The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many parts; and though all its
parts are many, they form one body. So it is with
Christ. This month | am beginning a new column. In
this column | will help us get to know one of the parts
of this body here at SOTH. | will very randomly choose
a person—there will be no intention to imply that this
person is the subject of the column because they are
in any way more significant to the ministry of SOTH
than anyone else—they are simply being chosen be-
cause they represent a part of the body. | believe pas-
sionately that we each need to know as much as pos-
sible about each other and the ministries of this church
and | propose that this column will help us do exactly
that! In 1 Corinthians 12 we are reminded that; 21The
eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”;
not again the head to the feet, | have no need of you.”
26 And if one member suffers, all members suffer with
it: or if one member is honored, all the members re-
joice with it.

Please join me in hon-
oring and rejoicing in the
work of this good and faith-
ful servant, Ed Edmund-
son—our first story. When
you see Ed’s smiling face
™ you either want to get to

£ know him or you are so
glad you already do! Ed and his lovely wife Betty have
been members of SOTH since 1964. Ed is now retired
after spending his career life working with electronics
and computers. Ed has brought his humble servant’s
heart to work on many committees and activities here
at SOTH. | would say Ed’s work at SOTH probably
represents the work of the hands and of the head of
the body of Christ. He has a keen mind and has helped
think through many projects here at SOTH. For the
past 8 years he served on the Administration & Facili-
ties. When something needed fixing around here, Ed
was soon at hand to get the job done. In his own
words, “It was a way to serve the church and | was
never one for barn-storming for attention—not what |
am looking for.” Ed just recently retired from the
Admin & Facilities team. | joke with him that | occa-
sionally grant early retirements on a case by case ba-
sis! Ed quietly worked behind the scenes to keep our
facility looking and functioning at its best.

My challenge to you—think about the part you play in the
Body of Christ but also get to know those members and
those ministries you aren’t familiar with. We need to
know our story—we need to tell our story—this is how
we will continue to enrich this congregation for years to
come! To God be the Glory!

HEALTH RENEWAL RETREATS

How do you usually begin the New Year? Do you set
resolutions? Do you allow yourself to find renewal and
refreshment? How is your body, mind and spirit today?

God recommends we rest and renew each day. Do we?
“Rest in the Lord” “Begin anew each morning” NOT! |
try to catch a glimpse of God’s touch while out walking
with Sheba. Thru nature God speaks loudly sometimes
and softly other times. Prayer allows God to commune
directly to us. Intercessory prayer sends love to others.
All are God’s communication gifts.

The Word speaks in many versions and images.
Many ‘renewal’ messages are mentioned in the Bible.
Which of the following scriptures connects for you?

Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;
Is 40:31

Who satisfies your mouth with good things, so that your
youth is renewed like the eagles? Ps 103:5

Be renewed in the spirit of your mind. Eph 4:23
Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our out-
ward man is perishing, yet, the inward man is being re-
newed day by day. 2 Co 4:16

Let’s find that renewal of mind, body and spirit thru the
Lord Jesus Christ. And All the Glory belongs to God.

Blessings to you in 2009.

Take Care, Cynthia
Parish Nurse
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Epiphany means “manifestation.” On Epiphany Sunday we celebrate the reve-
lation of Christ to the Gentiles—that is, to all nations . Some Christian traditions
celebrate three great  epiphanies on this day: the magi’s adoration of the
Christ child, Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, and his first miracle, in which
he changes water into wine. The word and sacraments are for us a great
epiphany of God’s grace and mercy. We go forth to witness to the light that
shines brightly in our midst.
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from “Sundays and Seasons 2009”



