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Phone:   (952) 935-3457 
Fax:  (952) 935-6127 

email:  office@sothchurch.com 
Website:   www.sothchurch.com 

Pastor’s Home Phone Number: 

Pastor Kimberly Leetch 
Cell:  (651) 402-8367 

 

 
 

Worship Schedule  
          8:30 a.m.      Festival 
        10:45 a.m.      Jubilee 
 

Education Time 
9:45—10:30 a.m. 
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So with yourselves; since you are eager for spiritual gifts, strive to 
excel in them for building up the church. (1 Corinthians 14:12) 

“Practice makes perfect,” they say. I don’t know about “perfect,” but 
certainly practice is necessary for improving anything that is worth 
doing. I’m reminded of internationally known cyclist and activist 
Lance Armstrong. Armstrong showed a competitive spirit early in life, 
winning the Iron Kids Triathlon at the age of 13. He continued cycling 
and winning events all over the world. His cycling career was nearly 
cut short, however, when he was diagnosed with cancer. His story 
would be touching if he had simply returned to cycling. Instead, he 
obliterated his disease and exploded back on the racing scene, win-
ning the Tour de France seven times! 

But what happened between beating cancer and winning the Tour de 
France? Early in his return to racing, Armstrong struggled in the 
Paris-Nice race, failing to complete the race due to cold, rain, and 
fatigue. It might have been the end of his racing career, but a good 
friend took him on a week-long leisure ride. He began to fall in love 
with racing again, and worked his way back through practice and de-
termination. Armstrong’s story is more than inspirational, and only he 
knows how hard it was to keep going when he felt like quitting. 
(Incidentally, Jim Owens, for whom we prayed and who lost his own 
battle with cancer just weeks ago, rode with Armstrong and was a 
powerful ally in Armstrong’s efforts to find a cure for cancer. Jim will 
be greatly missed!) 

 
      continued on page 10 
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NEWS AND EVENTS AT SHEPHERD 
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WEDNESDAYS IN LENT 
 

One of the most meaningful experi-
ences you may have is sharing your 
faith with another. You are invited to 
participate in the Lenten experience 
by writing a letter that shares your 
faith. Each week we will approach 
the process of writing our faith story 
letters from a different perspective. 
At the end of Lent we will be gather-
ing the faith story letters into a book 
that will be available in Easter. We 
hope that you enjoy this journey. 

Whether or not you write a letter, the faith stories 
shared each Wednesday will be meaningful and in-
spiring. 

Wed., Feb. 25, Ash Wednesday, Sharing Faith 
Wed., March 4, Courage 
Wed., March 11, Relationships 
Wed., March 18, Storytelling 
Wed., March 25, Meaning and Purpose 
Wed., April 1, Even More Courage 

 
LENTEN PREACHING SERIES   
 

Sundays in Lent we will have a special preaching series on 
Spiritual Practices. Pastor Kimberly and our Luther Semi-
nary students will be preaching. We hope this time is mean-
ingful and inspirational for you. 
 
Sun., March 1, Shaping Communities, John Klawiter 
Sun., March 8, Body Spirituality, Pastor Kimberly 
Sun., March 15, Finding Time — Finding Sabbath,  
                                                                    Wade Wacholz 
Sun., March 22, Confession and Forgiveness, 
                                                                   John Gabrielson 
Sun., March 29, Can Money and Faith Live Together,  
                                                                   Pastor Kimberly 
Sun., April 5, Palm Sunday, Pastor Kimberly 
 
 

 
    LENTEN SOUP SUPPER     
    VOLUNTEERS 
 

Please consider joining in on 
this wonderful SOTH tradition 
by making and donating soup 
for one of the Wednesday night 
soup suppers. The proceeds 
from the free will offering are 

donated to the youth programs here at SOTH.  Our 
youth and their families do the serving and the clean-
up so we are just looking for those who would like to 
make and donate the soup.  You can sign-up by con-
tacting Pam Mitchell or by signing up on the Happen-
ings sheet in the Sunday bulletin. 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS YELLOW PAGES! 
 

The Lay Ministry Call Committee has been working to 
compile a great new resource for the members of 
SOTH.  In response to the question, “Who should I 
call for …?”  (which is often the first thing you say af-
ter you have agreed to serve on an event planning 
committee here at SOTH), we have begun work on a 
list of resources that are a great first place to call 
based on past positive experiences.  
 
Please consider contributing vendor information to our 
“Yellow Page Guide”.  So if you know of a great re-
source for party tents and other rentals, food, bever-
ages, decorations and other items that may be 
needed for events here at SOTH please share your 
knowledge! 
 
The deadline for submission to the first edition is 
March 1st and you can submit your information to 
pam@sothchurch.com or to any member of the Lay 
Ministry Call Committee (LMCC). 
 
 
NEW SCHEDULE FORMAT 
 

 If you are one of the many volunteers who serve as a 
Communion Assistant, Communion Presenter, 
Greeter, Hospitality Bread Baker, Lector, Money 
Counter, or Usher you will now receive once a quarter 
a Worship Assistant Handbook and Schedules Book-
let.  The first edition came out in January and covers 
the first quarter and the second edition will be avail-
able at the end of March.  It is our hope that by provid-
ing one document it will make it easier for the volun-
teers to keep track of all the schedules they may be 
part of as well as cutting down on mailing costs and 
administrative time. 
 
 
THANK YOU SHEILA! 
 

Thanks to Sheila Stromberg for her ministry as Direc-
tor of Shepherd’s Song and Jubilee Worship. Sheila is 
retiring from her position at the end of January. Thank 
you, Sheila, for your years of dedication and ministry! 
 
 
 
 



ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
   
ADULT FORUMS IN FEBRUARY & MARCH 
 

Feb. 1    Addictions:  Sexual 
   (Stacie Seibel with Park Nicollet) 
Feb. 8    Addictions:  Eating 
              (Sharon Johnson with Methodist) 
Feb. 15  Addictions:  Chemical & Prescription Drugs 
              (Debbie Scheide, M.A., L.A.M.F.T.) 
Feb. 22  Addictions:  Perfectionism 
              (Bruce Nelson, Licensed Psychologist) 
Mar. 1   Immigration Issues 
Mar. 8    Legal Aid and Public Defenders’  Assistance 
Mar. 15  Care of the Earth: Water & Air Pollution 
Mar. 22  Care of the Earth: Landfill / Incinerators 
Mar. 29  Care of the Earth: Recyling 
 

 
FREED-UP FINACIALLY COURSE 
 

Freed-Up Financially is here! This insightful and 
practical course helps people manage their finances 
from a perspective of faith. The course touches on 
eliminating credit debt, creating a spending plan, 
making wise spending decisions, and faithful giving. 
If you are ready to take a hard look at your financial 
situation with an eye toward growing in faith, this 
course is for you! Even if you manage your finances 
well, you will learn something from this course. Pas-
tor Kimberly is facilitating. For more information see 
www.goodsenseministry.com. Cost is $20 per per-
son, or $35 per couple. Couples are encouraged to 
attend together. Please sign up in the Narthex. Class 
is offered Mondays, 6:30-8:00 p.m., January 26 – 
March 2. 
 
NOTES OF THANKS 
 

A special Thank you Shepherd family for your 
prayers during my brother’s illness and also for your 
kind expressions of sympathy after his death. 
Elaine Rain and family 
 
Dear Shepherd of the Hills, 
Thank you so much for all the prayers and cards you 
sent me during my recovery from surgery.  A special 
thanks to Pastor Dan, my family and friends who 
drove me around so much.  
God Bless You All, Lorraine Cushman 

 
 NEW BOOK STUDY! 
 

�Join us as we discuss this very popu-
lar book.   Rick Warren's bestselling 
book The Purpose Driven Life de-
scribes God's five purposes for every 
Christian. Now Erik Rees helps you 
discover God's unique purpose for your 
life based on the way God has shaped 
you. Filled with Scripture and real-life 
stories, S.H.A.P.E. presents a series of challenges to 
guide you through the process of discovering your per-
sonal blend of Spiritual Gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personal-
ity, and Experiences. Rees' insights and practical guid-
ance for applying them can change the way you look at 
yourself and how you live your life. Along the way, you'll 
discover how to apply your amazing array of personal 
attributes in ways that bring confidence, freedom, clar-
ity, and significance that can only come from your Crea-
tor. 
Dates: Sundays, Feb 8-Mar 15th 
Time: 9:45 to 10:30 
Place: Church Library. 
Cost: $15.00 for the book.  Order now!   
 Call Pam Mitchell 952-935-3457 ext 14 
 
 

 
WINTER FUN! 
 

 Camp ‘n Pamperin’ Weekend 
at Luther Park, March 13-15.  
Moms, this weekend is for you! 

Luther Park is teaming up with Heartwood Conference 
Center, just miles from the camp to offer this weekend 
of relaxation and pampering. You can bring kids in 
grades 1-6, where they will be offered a camp weekend 
at Luther Park. Registration forms can be found on the 
youth board near the offices. Please turn in your regis-
tration and fee to Pastor Kimberly by Sunday, February 
1st. Cost is $140 for mom and child. $70 per additional 
child. Check out the retreat center at 
www.heartwoodconferencecenter.com. 
 
 
SUPPORT GROUP FOR GLBT FAMILIES 
 

A support group for friends and families of gay and les-
bian persons will meet Thurs., Feb. 26, 7:00 pm in the 
Senior Pastor’s office.  Pastor Fred Jensen will be facili-
tating.  If you have any questions please call the church 
office. 
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CIRCLE MEETINGS 
Lois Circle  
Meets on: Tues., February 10th  at 7:00 p.m. 
Hostess: Jackie Larson 
Location: 2627 Sylvan Road, Minnetonka 
  (952) 545-2075 
Bible Study: Karen Vevle 
Contact: Nancy Olseth (952) 935-7449 
  Marge Bullemer (952) 938-5078 
 
Deborah Circle  
Meets on: Thurs., February 12th at 9:30 a.m. 
Hostess: Mimi Drangeid 
Location: Church Library 
Bible Study: Betty Edmundson 
Contact: Norma Langehough (952) 996-0630 
 
 
BRIDGE GROUP 
 

We will meet on Monday, February 16 at 10:00 a.m. 
at Shepherd of the Hills.  Watch the Sunday bulletins 
for further details.  
 

 
GOOD COMPANY 
A Group for All Ages 
 

Good Company Breakfast will be on 
Friday, February 20, 2009 at 9:15 a.m.  
We will meet at Perkins (on Hwy. 100 
and Eden Avenue in Edina).  Won’t 
you join us for a hot cup of coffee or 
hot oatmeal on this cold winter morn-

ing.  It is great visiting and making friends.  
Ruth Rand, Coordinator 
 
 
SPARKS! (Single Parents Are Raising Kids 
Spectacularly!) 
 

All single parents are invited to join us!  We meet 
every other Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. in the 
church library.  Upcoming dates are Feb. 4 and 18, 
and March 4 and 18.  Nursery and children’s activities 
will be available at SOTH while we meet.  Call June 
Swart at 952-975-0232 for more information, or just 
come join us! 
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FELLOWSHIP AND OUTREACH 

STEPHEN MINISTRY  
CHRIST CARING FOR PEOPLE 
THROUGH PEOPLE 
 

Since 1987, Shepherd of the Hills 
has had a Stephen Ministry pro-
gram.  Our Stephen Ministers are 
lay people who are trained to care 
for those members who are going 

through crises in their lives and need a caring person 
to stand at their side in their time of need. We provide 
confidential Christian care to those who have lost 
loved ones, had changes in their lives due to job loses 
or moves, hospitalization, separation and divorce, 
chronic and or terminal illnesses, and other family 
frustrations and challenges.  Our Stephen Ministers 
are not counselors, therapists, or problem solvers; we 
are caring Christian friends who are trained to walk 
beside a person who is hurting.  If you would like to 
have a Stephen Minister to help you through a stress-
ful time in your life, contact Pastor Kimberly, and she 
will further explain the program to you and match you 
up with one of our ministers. 
 
 
CALLING  ALL STEPHEN MINISTERS 
 

If you are one of our Stephen Ministers who have 
gone through training in the past, please consider be-
coming active again.   Dick and Carole Schulze will 
provide on-going training and supervision if you would 
like to refresh your skills in being a caring, listening 
friend to those in need.  Pastor Kimberly is very inter-
ested in reviving the Stephen Ministry program to aide 
her in these coming months.  We would be very re-
spectful of your time in setting up meetings.  If you 
would like to participate in this program again, call 
Dick or Carole Schulze at 952-935-6451 or e-mail at 
cjenes@comcast.net.  We will have a meeting with 
Pastor Kimberly to set up expectations before we be-
come active again.  Thank you, Carole Schulze 

 
     SOX FOR THE HOMELESS 
 

The homeless appear in the ER of 
Hennepin County medical Center and 
they are in need of clean, white crew 
socks.  Numbers of them have frozen 
feet and need medical attention.  The 
hospital does not supply the socks.  

We will be collecting socks for the homeless from No-
vember through March.  Your donation of clean, white 
crew socks can be placed in the collection box in the 
narthex 
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BUDGET UPDATE 
 

2008 was a year of financial uncertainty, uncertainty in the economy around us and uncertainty in the 
Shepherd of the Hills economy.  Through most of 2008 current year giving was slow, but a surge of giving 
this fall brought us from an October deficit of $103,00 to closing out the year with a $33,000 deficit.  This 
deficit is primarily attributable  to a shortfall in the budgeted unpledged giving and facility expenses in ex-
cess of budget. 
 

However, it should be noted that member giving exceeded last year’s giving by nearly $15,000.  In some years, the out-
reach spending was significantly reduced or eliminated, but this year we met all of our faith commitments.  The Shepherd 
community has stepped up to support our programs and facilities although economic uncertainty continues to swirl around 
us. 
 
In addition, $92,000 has come in on the elevator fund which had started the year with a $56,000 deficit.  Throughout the 
year, discretionary spending was delayed or minimized as cash was very tight.  The good news is that we received $35,000 
of prepaid 2009 pledges so we have a much stronger cash position at this time than a year ago. 
 
A lot of work and prayer has gone into the 2009 budget.  Several congregational meetings were held to give the congrega-
tion the opportunity to provide additional input to the council.  Thank you to the congregation for their input, prayers and for 
their generous support of the ministries at Shepherd of the Hills.  
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See calendar on web site for current information 
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Middle School 
For more information on confirmation or middle school 
ministries, contact Pastor Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or 
kimberly@sothchurch.com. 
 
Lenten Mentoring… If you would like to mentor a 6th-
8th grader on Wednesdays in Lent (March 4 – April 1) 
from 6:00-7:00 pm, please contact Pastor Kimberly. 
Mentors must be at least 20 years old. Lenten Mentor 
training will be on February 25 from 6:00-6:45 pm. 
This is a great opportunity to build a relationship with a 
young person and share your faith journey with them! 

 
  
Senior High 
For more information on senior high ministries, contact 
Pastor Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or kim-
berly@sothchurch.com. 
 
Youth Room Painting Party…  We will paint, prepare, 
and move furniture into our new youth room on Satur-
day, February 28 from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. Please 
come to an informational meeting on Wednesday, 
January 28 from 8:00 – 8:30 pm. We’ll pick colors and 
make a plan for our day. Finally a room of our own! 
 
Third Sunday Lunch for Senior High continues 
February 15.  We will meet at the office doors at noon 
and head over to Jimmy John’s  across from the 
Knollwood Mall. Parents are welcome. 
 
Cariboutyou Coffee  will be discontinued for the rest 
of the 2008-09 program year. Please keep your eyes 
open for more information on the 2009-2010 season.  
 
  



Pastor’s Message cont. 
 

So why did I share Armstrong’s story? Because any-
thing that is worth doing (for Armstrong, it was both 
winning races and battling cancer) is worth working 
at. As Christians, we are called to many things: ser-
vice, hospitality, prayer, devotion, confession, Sab-
bath rest, and more. Yet for some reason it’s easy to 
fool ourselves into thinking we can be good at these 
things without practicing them. 

During worship on Sundays in Lent we will be looking 
at a variety of spiritual practices. We’ll talk about how 
making these spiritual practices into habits can 
strengthen our faith lives. On Wednesday evenings 
we’ll walk through the practice of writing a letter to 
express our faith to someone who is important to us. 
(You can read more about the specifics of Sunday 
and Wednesday worship further into this newsletter.) 
Come to worship on Sundays and Wednesdays this 
Lenten season. Our prayer is that you will learn how 
to practice strengthening your faith, and that you will 
be inspired! 

God bless, 

Pastor Kimberly 
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NEWS FROM OUR MISSIONARY 

This is an excerpt from the latest letter from our mis-
sionary in Madagascar, Pat Bentsen. 

On December 30th, a group of Mpiandry (Shepherds) 
traveled to Talafahy Prison.  This is where the hard-
core prisoners are incarcerated along with political pris-
oners, the majority of whom are on “death row”.  These 
prisoners remain inside a fortress-type building 24 
hours a day, receiving one cup of cooked cassava (low 
nutritional value) once a day.  When the Mpiandry con-
duct worship services, only the political prisoners are 
allowed contact with the Mplandry.  The others remain 
behind a metal grill. 

On December 30th, the Mplandry prepared a meal of 
rice, meat, and beans for all the in-mates.  With 561 
men imprisoned at Talafahy, it took many hours to pre-
pare and cook the meal.  This is probably the best meal 
they have eaten in months.  This meal reminds me of 
the verses in Luke 14 where it says: “When you give a 
feast, invite those who are unable to invite you back.” 

Many thanks for those who have supported the prison 
ministry through prayer and finances.  We appreciate 
your on-going prayers for these prisoners as well as for 
the Shepherds who faithfully visit them every Tuesday 
afternoon.  Continued financial contributions are also 
appreciated for the purchase of rice, Bibles, other Chris-
tian literature, medicines, etc. These contributions may 
be sent to the ELCA/Global Mission as a Level II pro-
ject. 

In faith, Patricia Bentsen 

 

 

TWIN CITIES WOMEN’S 
CHOIR PERFORMANCE 
On Friday, January 9, 2009 
Shepherd of the Hills hosted 
the Twin Cities Women’s 
choir.   
Those who attended found it 
to be an awesome evening of 

great food and inspiring entertainment and warm hospi-
tality.  We certainly hope to invite this talented choir 
back 



 “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 
Submitted by:  Pam Mitchell  
Shared Ministry Coordinator 
 

 
Have you heard this beautiful praise and worship song re-
cently?  It is often played on Christian radio stations and 
also is performed by our very own Shepherd’s Song Choir 
here at SOTH.  I love the easy melody but, I don’t find the 
meaning behind this verse to be at all obvious.  I excelled in 
my anatomy courses and I am pretty sure there are valves, 
and arteries and chambers and lots of muscle in the heart 
but the heart definitely has no eyes!  So what does it mean?  
What this verse says to me is that, when we as Christians 
allow Jesus to enter our hearts then we are able to see what 
Jesus saw and still sees today.  I find my clue in Matthew 
chapter 9 verse 36 which says, “”When Jesus saw the 
crowds, he had compassion upon them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”   We 
know there are so many shepherdless sheep that roam 
among us in our communities and although we see them 
with our eyes do we really see them with our hearts? 
 
We know there are people who are struggling, who are hun-
gry and in need of help but do we really see them the way 
Jesus saw them?  This brings me to a story I heard once 
about an old Hassidic rabbi and one of his young students.  
The young student was so overcome by the teachings of his 
mentor he exclaimed, “I love you, my Master!”  The old rabbi 
turned to the young man and seemed sad when he said, 
“How can you claim to love me, when you do not know what 
makes me weep?”  
 
We have a beautiful, profound and challenging mission 
statement here at Shepherd of the Hills, “Every Person Will 
Know Jesus”.  In our Shared Ministry work here at SOTH we 
can help many of the shepherdless sheep of this world but 
we dare not go without the eyes of our hearts open.  We 
must go as Jesus did.  He loved them, he knew what made 
them weep and he did more than just teach them — he lived 
among them, healing them, feeding them, listening to their 
stories of unmet needs.  Through our Shared Ministry work 
we must seek to know what makes our neighbor weep. I 
propose that unless we not only see with our eyes but with 
our hearts we will not succeed in knowing how to really love 
our neighbor the way Jesus calls us to love.  To love them 
with our eyes wide open.  This is what will help us to not 
only offer random acts of charity but to  bring the hope, heal-
ing and protection which can only come from truly knowing 
what makes them weep, then through our Christian love 
they will come to know their Shepherd and the true compas-
sion he has for them!    
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