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Pastor’s Home Phone Number: 
Pastor Kimberly Leetch 

Cell:  (651) 402-8367 

 
 

     Worship Schedule  
   8:30 a.m.      Festival 
 10:45 a.m.      Jubilee 
 
       Education Time 
       9:45—10:30 a.m. 
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“Woman, why are you weeping?” (John 20:13a) 

A few weeks ago I attended a funeral for Ellie, a five-year old girl 
we’ve been praying for who died of cancer. It was one of the most 
powerful funeral services I’ve ever attended. What struck me the 
most was the incredible faith that shined through the music, personal 
talks, sermon, and the reactions of the congregation. The Holy Spirit 
was moving throughout the place and it was clear that every person 
there knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that Ellie was celebrating a 
new life in the presence of her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. At the 
same time the service honored the grief that everyone was experi-
encing over the horrible wrongness of the tragedy. Nothing felt right 
about a mother losing a child, or a baby losing a sister he would 
never know. Sometimes in our efforts to move beyond grief toward 
joy we can forget that grief is real and devastating. 

In this Lenten season as we move toward Easter let us remember 
that before resurrection there is a journey of sorrow and grief. Jesus 
shared a meal with his disciples that he knew to be his last. At that 
meal he faced his accuser, Judas Iscariot, knowing that his beloved 
friend was about to betray him. Early in the morning he prayed to his 
Father asking if there was any other way to accomplish God’s pur-
pose other than death. And throughout Jesus’ final day he endured 
suffering that was not his to endure. He was punished for sins that 
were not his. He was murdered for a crime he did not commit. 

Finally, when grief had set in for the disciples, Mary went to the tomb 
and found it empty. If losing her Lord was not enough, someone had 
desecrated the sacred by stealing Jesus’ body. It was a terrible injus-
tice and she stood at the entrance of the tomb weeping.  
            Pastor’s message continued on page 10  
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NEWS AND EVENTS AT SHEPHERD 
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VOLUNTEER  
APPRECIATION SUNDAY 
 

On Sunday April 19th – Shep-
herd of the Hills will celebrate 
and recognize all our volun-
teers. Our special theme for 
this event will be "Many 
Parts—One Body!” We will 
honor all of you who give of 

your time, talent and gifts to serve God here at Shep-
herd and in the community beyond our walls.  
This joyous day of recognition will consist of special 
recognition events and music during the worship ser-
vices at 8:30 and 10:45, lots of festive decorations, a 
special message, an awesome art project, fun games 
for the kids and a delicious brunch between services. 
Please be part of the celebration because you are in-
deed a vital part of the Body of Christ—here at SOTH! 
 
 
 

SENIOR PASTOR CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE  
 

Thank you to all members of Shepherd of the Hills 
who have been praying for the Senior Pastor Call 
Committee.  The Call Committee has been very busy.  
The committee has interviewed nine candidates.  
While each candidate has qualities and skills, no can-
didate has been the right match for our congregation.  
At this point, the committee continues to search for 
qualified candidates and has asked the synod to pro-
vide more names.  The committee is dedicated to 
finding the best pastor for our church.  Please con-
tinue to pray for wisdom and guidance for the commit-
tee throughout this process. 
 
ANNUAL MEETING SUNDAY, APRIL 26 
 

Shepherd’s Annual Meeting will be held April 26 at 
9:45 am.  We will elect officers and members of coun-
cil and the foundation, hear reports from staff and call 
committee, and celebrate all that God is doing in our 
congregation’s ministry.  Thanks for your continued 
prayers on behalf of all of our church leaders and our 
ministry together. 
 
NEW MEMBER CLASS 
 

New Member Class will be held on Monday, April 27 
from 7:00 – 8:30 pm. All are welcome! Please contact 
the church office to register, 952-935-3457. We will 
welcome new members on Sunday, May 10 at 8:30 or 
10:45. 
 
 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
 

Holy Week and Easter services will be held the week 
of April 5-12. There are no services or dinner on 
Wednesday, April 8. Holy Thursday worship is Thurs-
day, April 9 at 7:00 pm. The Good Friday Tenebrae 
Service will be Friday, April 10 at 7:00 pm. There will 
be an Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 11 from 
10:00 am -12:00 noon. Easter worship is Sunday, 
April 12 at 8:30 and 10:45 am. 
 
 
NOTES OF THANKS  
 

How can we thank everyone at Shepherd of the Hills 
for the love, support and prayers for Jim and our 
family these past ten years? The Shepherd family 
helped sustain us throughout and was always a 
source of comfort. The outpouring of cards upon 
Jim’s passing was amazing. Thank you all. Jim lived 
almost 11 years with an inoperable brain tumor—
miraculous that he survived that long. Along with his 
sheer determination and will to live, Jim constantly 
sought out second and third and fourth opinions, and 
enrolled in more than one clinical trial.  My prayer is 
that we will all learn from Jim’s example and be able 
to live with, through and beyond cancer. 
LIVESTRONG—John Owens  
 
 
OPEN PART-TIME POSITION   
 

Director of Shepherd’s Song .  If interested, please 
call the church office (952-935-3457) to request an 
application.  Position details also available upon re-
quest. 



FELLOWSHIP AND EDUCATION  
ADULT FORUMS IN APRIL 
 

Apr. 5    Joint Community Policing Project with 
    Tsehei Wodajo from Hopkins Police Dept. 
Apr. 12    Easter Sunday—No Forum 
Apr. 19    Volunteer Recognition (Pam Mitchell) 
Apr. 26   Annual Meeting—No Forum 
  
CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 

Lois Circle  
Meets on: Tues., April 14 at 7:00 p.m. 
Hostess: Carole Schulze (952) 935-6451 
Location: 6312 Waterman Circle, Edina 
Bible Study: Jean Housh 
Contact: Nancy Olseth (952) 935-7449 
  Marge Bullemer (952) 938-5078 
 

Deborah Circle  
Meets on: Thurs.,  April 9 at 9:30 a.m. 
Hostess: Dawn Jensen 
Location: Church Library 
Bible Study: Dorothy Anderson 
Contact: Norma Langehough (952) 996-0630 
 
 
GOOD COMPANY 
A Group for All Ages 
 

Good Company Breakfast will be on Friday, April 24, 
2009 at 9:15 a.m.  (Please note that we are meeting 
on the 4th Friday this month.)  We will meet at Byer-
lys’ Minnesota Grill (3777 Park Center Blvd. just off 
Hwy. 100 and Excelsior Blvd.)  Won’t you join us 
over a cup of coffee.  After all, we are “Good Com-
pany”.  All are welcome to join us. 
Ruth Rand, Coordinator 
 
BRIDGE GROUP 
 

The Bridge group will meet at the home of Lil Tushie 
on Monday, April 20th at 10:00 a.m.  See you then! 
 

DISCOVER FLYING 
 

Discover Flying… This is a three 
hour classroom session on what 
it takes to become a pilot and fly 
an airplane.  At the conclusion of 
the session you will take a tour of 
the Crystal Airport Air Traffic 
Control Tower and take a “discovery flight” in a Cessna 
172.  The class will be held at Shepherd of the Hills on 
Saturday, April 18, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 
The tour and discovery flight will be Saturday, April 25, 
weather permitting. Kids and adults ages 10+ are wel-
come.  There is no cost involved, this is a free program. 
The class will be presented by Barb Benton. To register 
for this course, please fill out and return a registration 
form to the church office by Friday, April 17. (Pick one 
up at the church or call the church office.) If you have 
any questions, please contact Pastor Kimberly at 952-
935-3457 or kimberly@sothchurch.com, or Barb Ben-
ton, 612-387-5662 (c) or  
babenton@arthurchapman.com. 
 
 
“WRITE-ON …” 
A Creative Writing Group  
 

Writing may be a spiritual proc-
ess, a creative path or as a way 
to revision or remember one’s 
life story.  It’s an opportunity to 
access the thoughts behind our 
thoughts, the feelings behind our feelings and a new 
realization about oneself. 
 

Writing helps us befriend our inner critic, freeing us to 
create and express without inhibition. 
 

As we speak, we explain and tell stories.  Writing en-
ables us to do the same in print.  There are many forms 
of expression and a writers group allows members to 
explore, express and grow. 
 

In getting started, there is no wrong way to write.  A 
strange idea maybe, but it proves to be true.  Whatever 
a person writes, can always be rewritten if desirable. 
 

“Write-on …” has met once and has only begun to ex-
plore the dynamics of the group.  Come join us to ex-
plore writing for yourself and help to mold this process. 
 

We will be meeting on the 1st and 3rd Saturday morn-
ings each month from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. in the Shep-
herd library.  Come and explore!   Paul Drangeid 
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OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

HUNGER 101 
 
Step into the shoes of one 
of your neighbors who is at 
risk of being hungry. 
 
Join us at church on Friday 
evening May 8, 2009 from 
7:00 to 9:00 PM for Minne-

sota Hunger 101 .. give us this day our daily bread.  
This interactive learning experience is designed by 
the Lutheran Coalition for Public Policy in Minnesota 
and sponsored by the Social Justice Committee.  The 
event will challenge you to come face-to-face with the 
gritty realities of domestic hunger.  You will explore 
the day-to-day complex, intersecting economic and 
social circumstances that lead to and perpetuate hun-
ger and be motivated and equipped to join in the fight 
against hunger in Minnesota 
 
Minnesota Hunger 101 ... provides you the opportu-
nity to take on the role of someone in Minnesota who 
is hungry.  With a limited budget you will attempt to 
feed your family enough nutritious calories for one 
day.  The simulation attempts to create the realities 
that visiting a grocery store, food shelf, and County 
Human Services (food stamp) office holds for people.  
The experience provides the starting point for an in-
depth discussion about hunger and supports a strong 
call to action. 
 
The reaction to the Minnesota Hunger 101 … give us 
this day our daily bread experience is heartfelt and 
real.  The event is free, but registration is required NO 
LATER THAN MAY 1, 2009 to allow for adequate ma-
terials and staff.  To register please call the church at 
952-935-3457 or Paul Bohnsack at 952-891-5677 

SUPPORT GROUP FOR GLBT FAMILIES 
 

A support group for friends and families of gay and 
lesbian persons will meet Thurs., April 23 at 7:00 pm 
in the Senior Pastor’s office.  Pastor Fred Jensen will 
be facilitating.  If you have any questions please call 
the church office. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 
What is Stephen Ministry?  
Stephen Ministry is grounded in Je-
sus’ command to love one another.  
Through one-to-one caring and con-
fidential relationships, those who are 
hurting receive the love and care 
they need to support them. 
 
What is Stephen Ministry for?  
· Loneliness  
· Separation and Divorce 
· Loss of a spouse 
· Retirement Changes 
· Unemployment 
· Despair 
· Childbirth 
· Hospitalization 
· Grief 
· Terminal Illness 
· Being shut-in 
· Most of life’s struggles 
 
What does Stephen Ministry Provide? 
 SOMEONE �� who cares 
   �  who supports 
   �� who listens 
   �� who shares 
 
Who can benefit?  
Anyone going through difficult times who needs 
someone to care, listen, and share God’s love with 
them on a one-to-one CONFIDENTIAL basis. 
 
Want to know more?  
Contact:  Pastor Kimberly at (952) 935-3457 

LOAVES & FISHES 
 

Our next time to serve is coming up on Wed., April 15.    
Please note that we are no longer serving cookies 
as part of the meal due to nutritional guidelines.   
We serve at Holy Rosary Church, 2424 18th Avenue 
South in Minneapolis.  If you would like to join us in 
this outreach ministry, we welcome you.  PREP TIME:  
Please be at church by 2:15 p.m.  We leave at 2:30 to 
begin the prep work for the meal.  SERVING:  Please 
be at church by 4:00 p.m.  Those carpooling leave at 
4:15 p.m.  The meal is served from 5:15-6:15 p.m.  
CLEAN UP:  We are usually finished and everyone is 
home or back at church by 7:30 p.m.  Join us at what-
ever time works for you.  Contact Joanne Zamastil 
(952-935-9173). 
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Middle School 
For more information on confirmation or middle school min-
istries, contact Pastor Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or kim-
berly@sothchurch.com. 
 
The Confirmation closing program  will be Wednesday, 
April 29 at 6:30 pm. We will have closing worship. Parents 
are expected to attend. Thank you for sharing your kids 
with us! 

The Confirmation Banquet  will be held on Wednesday, 
May 13. 6th graders and their families will serve dinner. 
Setup with 6th grade families will be Tuesday, May 12. We 
will honor confirmands with a dinner, pictures, and a pres-
entation of their stoles.  

Confirmation Sunday is May 17 at 10:45 am. There will 
be a celebration reception at 9:30 am followed by worship. 
Congratulations, confirmands! 
 
Summer Stretch  is coming again for 2009! Incoming 6th – 
9th graders are invited to attend morning service events and 
afternoon recreation events. 10th – 12th graders may attend 
at half price as junior chaperons. Thursdays, 9:00 am—
5:00 pm, June 25 – August 6. Pick up a registration bro-
chure on the youth board. 
 
  
Senior High 
For more information on senior high ministries, contact 
Pastor Kimberly at 952-935-3457 or  
kimberly@sothchurch.com. 
 
 A Celebration of Graduation  will be on Sunday, May 3 
with a celebration reception at 9:30 am, worship at 10:45, 
followed by lunch at Dangerfield’s in Shakopee. We will 
treat the graduates to lunch. Family members may also 
attend for $15. Please bring in your pictures and graduate 
information by Wednesday, April 22. Questions were 
mailed to you. Contact Pastor Kimberly if you would like 
them emailed to you as well. Congratulations, graduates! 
 
 Youth Room Painting Party…  A new ceiling has been 
installed in the youth room! We will get together to paint 
and decorate the room shortly after Easter. Keep your eyes 
open for the date!! 
 
 The final Third Sunday Lunch for Senior High will b e 
April 19.  We will meet at the office doors at noon and head 
over to Jimmy John’s  across from the Knollwood Mall. 
Parents are welcome. Participating kids are extending a 
special invitation to 9 th graders … we hope you can join 
us! 
 
 Sr Hi Adventure Trip at Luther Park  will be Sunday, July 
19 – Friday, July 24. We will begin with a work day at Lu-
ther Park and then spend the rest of the week canoeing 
and camping out with camp counselors. Outgoing 8th 
through 12th graders are invited. Pick up registration forms 
on the youth board. 
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Pastor’s Message cont. 
 
Then two angels sitting in the tomb asked her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” They did not say, “Don’t cry.” 
They didn’t try to quicken the grieving process by pro-
claiming the truth of the resurrection. They allowed her 
time to weep. Then Jesus himself asked her the same 
thing, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for?” He, too allowed Mary time to grieve, and 
only after she shared her intent to bury him properly did 
he reveal himself with one word, “Mary!” In that instant 
she recognized him and then she was able to celebrate 
new life. 

Shall we give ourselves time to grieve? Not only can we 
grieve the losses of people that we know who have 
died, but we can grieve the death of Jesus as well. Holy 
Week gives us the time we need to reflect on the mag-
nitude of the undeserved gift of new life Jesus gave us 
when he took on our sin in death. Jesus calls to us, 
“Why are you weeping?” and it’s a question we can 
take time to ponder. We weep for our sin. We weep for 
the one who loved us enough to die so that we might 
live. We weep for our broken world and for our broken 
relationships. And then Jesus calls us by name and we 
can celebrate the gift of new life that is ours because 
Jesus lives!   God bless,  Pastor Kimberly 

One Body Many Parts 
Shared Ministry  

 
Rather than featuring one member of Shepherd of the 
Hills to recognize in this month’s column, I will instead 
dedicate this column to each and every member of 
Shepherd of the Hills who volunteers their time, talent 
and God-given gifts to the ministry of SOTH.   
 
This year on Sunday April 19th we have declared the 
day as Volunteer Recognition Sunday.  As you may 
know April 19-25 is National Volunteer Week and the 
theme for the 2009 event is, "Celebrating People in Ac-
tion."  The theme for our event will be One Body, Many 
Parts to recognize the fact that as volunteers in and 
from our faith community we are indeed each one a 
part of the Body of Christ.  I would like to remind every-
one of the scripture passage which inspired me to 
name this column, One Body, Many Parts.   
1 Corinthians 12:12 The Body is a unit, though it is 
made up of many parts; and though all its parts are 
many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 
Please join us at worship Sunday April 19 and for the 
brunch between services that day, as we honor you--  
our faithful servants in ministry, the volunteers of 
SOTH!    

TIPS FOR BEING “GREEN”  
 
Mattress Recycling 
Hennepin County now ac-
cepts mattresses for recycling 
at the Brooklyn Park Drop-Off 
Facility for $15 per mattress or 

box spring. The mattresses are disassembled at a 
PPL Industries facility, and much of the material is 
recycled into new products.  
 
Home Improvement DIY Projects  
Check out The Reuse Center for a variety of home 
improvement items:  windows, doors, sinks, light fix-
tures, etc.  www.Thereusecenter.com 
 
Green Tip  
With a compost bin, you can turn your food scraps, 
yard waste and compostable paper into a nutrient-rich 
soil additive for your lawn and garden.  
   
Rain barrels can be placed under a roof downspout to 
collect stormwater runoff that can be used to water 
your lawn and garden. This reduces runoff that carries 
pollutants into stream and rivers.  
 
See http://www.rethinkrecycling.com/ for more infor-
mation. 
 
Keep the Plants. We'll take the pots. 
Recycle your PLASTIC GARDEN POTS, POLYSTY-
RENE TRAYS & HANGING BASKETS at your partici-
pating local garden center this season!  Go to 
www.GardenMinnesota and click on Help for Home-
Owners to see where you can take your plastic plant 
containers for recycling. 
 
  
MOVIE EVENT 
 
Join the Bell Museum and the Institute for Agriculture 
and Trade Policy for the Minneapolis premiere of the 
new film A Sense of Wonder, based on the life and 
writings of environmentalist Rachel Carson. 
Wednesday, April 22, 2009, 7:00 p.m. 
The Bell Museum, 10 Church St. SE, Minneapolis 
Learn more at http://www.asenseofwonderfilm.com/ 
 
  



to be full the following Sunday and all the Sundays to 
follow. Once you realize that there is no better invitation 
you are ever going to receive than, the one God has ex-
tended—you will find it impossible not to come back to 
this community of believers and fill these pews!  There is 
nothing wrong with praising God for creation or the 
beauty of nature realized in a sunrise.  There is nothing 
wrong with brightly colored Easter eggs, bunnies, and 
Easter brunch. However, what we must know about 
Easter is that, it isn’t just another new day like all the 
other new days throughout history. This is a new day 
that restarts creation itself. This is a new day born of the 
light of Christ! 
It is the celebration of the first morning of a radical defini-
tion of new life, not the new life that we see in a butterfly 
that has broken out of it’s cocoon, not a chick that has 
burst out of an egg, not a flower that has burst forth in 
bloom but, rather the anniversary of eternal life as Jesus 
described it to us. 
 
 Maybe you are asking what all this has to do with 
Shared Ministry?  It has everything to do with Shared 
Ministry!  If you believe you have the gift of a new day 
and if you believe it isn’t just another day to mark off your 
calendar-then what will you do with that gift?  I see the 
answer in the volunteer ministry that is carried out by the 
faithful members of this congregation. Those that know 
that they have a part to play in all the work it takes to be 
His church.  Jesus Christ is Risen Indeed and, it is now 
up to us to use our bodies, minds and spirits to continue 
the work that makes us the Body of Christ.  Every morn-
ing wake up and make it a day that you praise God with 
elation. Glorify Him not only for the beauty of the creation 
around us but, be part of the on- going work of creation 
by using your God-given gifts and talents!  That is work 
that can’t be done in isolation and that is why we need 
our pews filled every Sunday and why we each need that 
time in the pew--together.   That is what Shared Ministry 
is all about, and that is what the real Beauty of Easter is, 
and that is what makes me giddy even after all these 
years! 

 
Submitted by: Pam Mitchell Shared 
Ministry Coordinator 
 
Easter is nearly here!  It doesn’t 
matter that I have celebrated a 

lot of Easters; I still get giddy at Easter.  There is just 
nothing like an Easter morning!  Part of what makes me 
feels so joyful is the sheer beauty of our sanctuary on 
Easter Morning. We fill the sanctuary with gorgeous 
flowers, Tulips, Blue Hydrangeas and of course the 
spectacular Easter Lilies.  The music at our Easter ser-
vices resonates with vibrancy, celebration and joy!  I 
don’t think it is possible to say enough about how gifted 
our musicians at SOTH really are and, how beautiful the 
music is at our Easter services.  There is no doubt that, 
the Chancel choir and Shepherd’s Song will lead us in 
beautiful meaningful songs.  The trumpet will sound be-
cause we can count on the talent of Fred Jensen, the 
organ will fill the sanctuary with notes that soar because 
of the incredible talent of David Surdez.  Of course, the 
reason we are inspired to surround ourselves with all 
this beauty and the real reason we feel so joyful—so 
giddy, is found in the Good News that will be pro-
claimed with passion and conviction.  Pastors know that 
Easter demands that they deliver their best possible 
sermon because this is a day when there is a full 
house!  For some in the pews, it is the only one or pos-
sibly two sermons they might hear all year!  Hey pas-
tors--no pressure there—right!? 
 
 I pray Easter Sunday will find you in a church listening 
carefully to those words that the pastor has used to 
craft a sermon that is going to make you want to let go 
of the old day—to let go of the burdens you are allowing 
to bind you to sin and death!  This message is one we 
need to hear again so, that somehow we can finally ex-
perience how earth shaking the message really is!  The 
symbols of Easter are truly beautiful but, the real beauty 
is the truth that sets us free.  The truth is what comes 
from really surrendering to the new life that is ours. How 
do we know this—and how do we do this--well the an-
swer is found in what is often referred to as the Gospel 
in a nut-shell—John 3-16.  For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  That 
is why I named this month’s column-- Letting Go!  We 
have to let go of our own pride, worries, wounds and let 
God be in control in order to truly grasp Easter.  
 
 If you are in church on Easter Sunday and if you really 
get it—if you really embrace the Easter story and what it 
demands—then eventually our pews will be overflow-
ing!  I am convinced that if you really—really walk out of 
whatever church you are in on Easter,  knowing that 
you just experienced an invitation from God himself to 
make this a new day for you--then the pews are going 

Page 11 



�
� �


�����	����	����
�����	����	����
�����	����	����
�����	����	����� ���
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

�
����������������������	
����**A	
����**A	
����**A	
����**A ����

����
-��)������#��������������������B�������������J?1>�K �=>?4B��!)!��������-��)������#��������������������B�������������J?1>�K �=>?4B��!)!��������-��)������#��������������������B�������������J?1>�K �=>?4B��!)!��������-��)������#��������������������B�������������J?1>�K �=>?4B��!)!��������� ���
$����#�"������#�����������E�������������F?>>��!)!�� �$����#�"������#�����������E�������������F?>>��!)!�� �$����#�"������#�����������E�������������F?>>��!)!�� �$����#�"������#�����������E�������������F?>>��!)!�� �����
2���� ����#��������������������=>�����������F?>>��! )!���"
�
+��
��
����
�2���� ����#��������������������=>�����������F?>>��! )!���"
�
+��
��
����
�2���� ����#��������������������=>�����������F?>>��! )!���"
�
+��
��
����
�2���� ����#��������������������=>�����������F?>>��! )!���"
�
+��
��
����
�� ���

����
 ���������������������������������������������*��"*%���������������������������������������������*��"*%���������������������������������������������*��"*%���������������������������������������������*��"*% ����
����

*���
�������#������������������=C������������J?1>�K �=>?4B��!)!��������*���
�������#������������������=C������������J?1>�K �=>?4B��!)!��������*���
�������#������������������=C������������J?1>�K �=>?4B��!)!��������*���
�������#������������������=C������������J?1>�K �=>?4B��!)!��������� ���
���� ����


